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s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t  
1 r e  t h e  n e x t .  
t i v e  p r e s i d e n t s ,  
t t  o f  w h a t  e a c h  
t  c a n  b e  a r g u e d  
y  s m a r t  e n o u g h  
c o n t e n t  f o r  t h e  
· e s i d e n t s  a n d  t o  
: t  i n t o  a c a d e m i c  
L u b b e r s  h a d  t o  
~,both L u b b e r s  
,  s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s ,  
·  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  
a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  
t h a t  h a s  s e r v e d  
o v o s t s  w o r k i n g  
s o m e  a c r i m o n y  
~ w h e r e  l i b e r a l  
s i z e ,  i t  i s  a  r a r e  
> p e c t i v e  f a c u l t y  
n a t  e m b r a c e s  a  
r a c t s  a  t a l e n t e d  
: o g n i t i o n ,  t h e r e  
e v e r  m o r e  s e r i -
, f a c u l t y ,  a l u m s ,  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  t o  
· h o  d i d  n o t  l i k e  
n t  L u b b e r s  a n d  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  
J r  a  p r e s i d e n t  t o  
t r r a y ' s  s u c c e s s o r  
o n g  t h e  G r a n d  
r  " A  V i s i o n a r y , "  
1 i t t e e  a d d s  t h e y  
n i v e r s i t y ' s  m i s -
' a  c o m m i t m e n t  
n o  w i l l  " i n v o l v e  
a  c l e a r  s e n s e  o f  
o u r t h  p r e s i d e n t  
t e e ,  f o l l o w s  t h e  
K u l t y  t e r m  t h e  
t r i v e .  
W h a t  B e n d s  T o g e t h e r  
B e n d s  A p a r t  
F
r a n k  p a u s e d  o n  t h e  b a c k  s t o o p  a n d  l i s t e n e d  f o r  t h e  s o u n d  o f  h i s  f i e l d  
h a n d s  w a k i n g  u p  i n  t h e i r  t r a i l e r s .  H e  s e n s e d  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d  w a i t e d  
w i t h  h i m :  t h e  O c t o b e r  m o o n  p o i s e d  o n  i t s  b a c k  a b o v e  t h e  d a r k  a s h  t r e e s ,  
t h e  d a w n  a  p a t i e n t  e d g e  o f  a p r i c o t ,  h i s  c a b b a g e  f i e l d  p e a r l y  g r e e n .  W i t h  
t h e  f r o s t  s o  t h i n  a n d  c r y s t a l l i n e ,  t h e  c a b b a g e  l e a v e s  s e e m e d  b r u s h e d  w i t h  
f e a t h e r s  a s  i f  F r a n k  h a d  w o r k e d  a l l  s u m m e r  a n d  f a l l  t o  g r o w  a  f l o c k  o f  
g h o s t l y  g r e e n  w h i c h  m i g h t  a t  a n y  m o m e n t  s t a r t l e  a n d  t a k e  f l i g h t .  T h e  c a b -
b a g e s  s t r e t c h e d  o u t ,  l o n g ,  c l e a n ,  s t r a i g h t ,  r o w  a f t e r  r o w ,  e a c h  t h i c k - l e a v e d  
h e a d  h i d i n g  a  t i g h t  w h i t e  h e a r t ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  r o w s  i n  a l l ,  e a c h  
r o w  o v e r  a  q u a r t e r  m i l e  l o n g  s t r e t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  h i g h w a y .  O n  
m o r n i n g s  l i k e  t h i s ,  i n  a  m o o d  l i k e  h i s ,  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  g o o d  c a b b a g e  
h a r v e s t ,  F r a n k  h a d  t o  h o l d  i n  h i s  h e a r t .  H e  w a n t e d  t o  b e  h u m b l e  b u t  t h e  
b e a u t y  o f  h i s  w o r l d  c o u l d  b e  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  
A  l i g h t  c a m e  o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d o u b l e - w i d e .  J e s s e ,  h i s  f o r e m a n ,  w a s  a w a k e .  
T h e  f o u r  o t h e r  t r a i l e r s ,  l i n e d  u p  a l o n g  t h e  l a n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  b a r n  a n d  h i s  
b l u e b e r r y  f i e l d s ,  w e r e  d a r k  b o x e s  i n  t h e  g r a y  d a w n .  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  
w e e k ,  w h e n  a l l  t h e  c a b b a g e s  w e r e  t u c k e d  s a f e l y  i n  t h e  c o - o p ' s  c o o l e r ,  h i s  
s e a s o n a l  w o r k e r s  w o u l d  b e  o f f  t o  t h e  l e t t u c e  f i e l d s .  J e s s e  w o u l d  s t a y  t h r o u g h  
t h e  w i n t e r ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  F r a n k  o n  t h e  m a c h i n e r y ,  w h i l e  J e s s e ' s  w i f e ,  L o u i s a ,  
h e l p e d  o u t  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  F r a n k  k n e w  h e  c o u l d n ' t  m a k e  h i s  l i v i n g  w i t h o u t  
J e s s e  a n d  h i s  c r e w .  T h e  c a b b a g e  h e  l i k e d  t o  g r o w - t o p  q u a l i t y  t w o - a n d -
a - h a l f  t o  t h r e e  p o u n d e r s ,  f r e s h  m a r k e t  o n e s  s o  c r i s p  t h e y  s q u e a k e d  w h e n  
h e  r u b b e d  t h e m  t o g e t h e r - n e e d e d  t o  b e  p i c k e d  c a r e f u l l y ,  h a n d l e d  g e n t l y ,  
s t o r e d  p r o p e r l y .  T h e r e  w e r e  m a c h i n e s  t h a t  c o u l d  h a r v e s t  c a b b a g e  f a s t e r  b u t  
t h e y  g o b b l e d  u p  e v e r y  h e a d  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  r e a d y  f o r  h a r v e s t  o r  n o t .  T h e  
i m m a t u r e  h e a d s  w o u l d  g r o w  s o f t  i n  s t o r a g e ;  t h e  d a m a g e d  o n e s  w o u l d  r o t .  
T h e  d e b r i s  a n d  d i r t  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  p i c k e d  u p  c a u s e d  e v e n  m o r e  p r o b l e m s .  
E x p e r i e n c e d  p i c k e r s  l i k e  J e s s e ' s  c r e w  c o u l d  t e l l  b y  t h e  f e e l  o f  a  c a b b a g e  
c u p p e d  i n  o n e  h a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  k n i f e  o r  n o t .  
F r a n k  k n e w  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  p e o p l e  m a d e  a b o u t  f a r m e r s  l i k e  h i m s e l f .  
T h e  e v e n i n g  n e w s  e x p o s e d  t o m a t o  g r o w e r s  i n  F l o r i d a  a n d  l e t t u c e  f a r m e r s  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  P e o p l e  b o y c o t t e d  f o o d  s t o r e s  a n d  p i c k e t e d  r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  
p r o t e s t  o f  f a r m e r s  w h o  u s e d  m i g r a n t  l a b o r .  T h e  r e p r o a c h  o f  s t r a n g e r s  d i d n ' t  
s o  m u c h  m a t t e r  t o  F r a n k ,  b u t  w h e n  h e  l o o k e d  t o  t h e  t r a i l e r s  a l o n g s i d e  h i s  
l a n e ,  h e  o f t e n  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  w o u n d s  f e s t e r e d  t h e r e ,  w h a t  
w o r d s  f o u n d  t h e i r  w a y  a c r o s s  k i t c h e n  t a b l e s .  J e s s e  a n d  h i s  c r e w  k n e w  t h e  
n a r r o w  p r o f i t  m a r g i n  h e  w o r k e d  u n d e r .  W h e n  a l l  t h e  l o a n s  w e r e  m e t ,  t h e  
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bills paid, the repairs made, taxes settled, and wages dispersed, Frank's 
income in a good year was only a couple thousand more than Jesse's and 
Louisa's. Yet, even in a bad year when Frank had to bear the loss himself, 
the weight of his land, his house, his barn, machinery, and business kept 
him at a place of which Jesse and the others could only dream. No matter 
how much Frank thanked his workers, no matter how short or long he 
made the speech, how big the bonus check, how well he thought they were 
treated, he still felt uneasy, a little unclean, a co-conspirator. Sometimes in 
the middle of cabbage harvest, a remnant of a long ago dream would leak 
back into his brain: a band of stooped workers, backs permanently bent, 
knives flashing, were reciting a dire manifesto as ghostly white heads rose 
up out of the dirt. He could never quite hear what the heads squeaked 
back before the knives' work was done. 
Frank buttoned his jacket and pushed his thick hands into his work 
gloves then walked across the frost-licked farmyard to the barn where his 
two draft horses stomped, steamy and impatient, in their stalls. By the 
time he'd finished his chores and let the horses out into the pasture, the 
lights in the second, third and fourth trailers were on. Jesse's two boys 
and their cousins huddled at the end of the driveway, stomping much 
like Frank's horses in anticipation of the day. The steam from their warm 
breath against the cold world and the sound of their laughter stirred up 
memories of Frank's own four children, the youngest one off to college 
only the month before. 
It was on his way back to the house for breakfast that he noticed the 
strange car sitting cock-eyed in front of the fifth trailer. He wouldn't have 
picked it, a late model BMW, as a migrant's car. He glanced in the front 
seat-a wadded up T -shirt, fast food wrappers, pop cans-then in the 
back: a case of Corona and a soiled diaper. The windows of the fifth trailer 
were still dark. He would speak to Jesse after breakfast. 
"Whose car is that?" His wife was standing at the kitchen window, 
draining a pan of macaroni into the sink and studying the fancy black car 
through the steam. 
Frank eased off his boots in the back room. "Someone must have come 
in during the night." 
"It's got funny license plates." 
"New York," he said, turning on the kettle to make himself a cup of 
coffee. 
She shook the pan and drained it again, keeping her eyes on what 
she called migrant row. Frank and Doris had met by chance thirty-two 
years before at his high school graduation party and married a year later, 
a week after hers. She was a busy, straightforward woman with plain 
clothes and plain tastes, curious about life in their family, on their farm 
and in their trailers, suspicious of anything outside her domain. While 
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m u s t  h a v e  c o m e  
1 i m s e l f  a  c u p  o f  
~r e y e s  o n  w h a t  
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T i e d  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  
m a n  w i t h  p l a i n  
l y ,  o n  t h e i r  f a r m  
d o m a i n .  W h i l e  
F r a n k  h a d  t u r n e d  r e f l e c t i v e  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  m e l a n c h o l y  a t  h i s  l a s t  c h i l d  
l e a v i n g  h o m e ,  D o r i s  h a d  t u r n e d  t e s t y  a s  i f  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  g u i d i n g  a n d  
g u a r d i n g  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  m e a l s  a n d  l a u n d r y  h a d  
l e f t  h e r  w i t h  a n  e x c e s s  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  a  p a u c i t y  o f  p l a c e s  t o  i n t e r f e r e .  S h e ' d  
t a k e n  t o  c o r r e c t i n g  t h o s e  a r o u n d  h e r  a n d  F r a n k  f e a r e d  J e s s e ' s  b o y s  b o r e  
t h e  b r u n t  o f  i t .  
" I  c o u l d  h e a r  t h o s e  b o y s  a l l  t h e  w a y  d o w n  t h e  d r i v e w a y  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  
c h a t t e r i n g  a w a y  l i k e  m a g p i e s .  D o n ' t  t h e y  h a v e  a n y  r e s p e c t  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  
m i g h t  b e  s l e e p i n g  i n . "  D o r i s  h a d  n e v e r  s l e p t  i n  a  d a y  i n  h e r  l i f e .  S h e  h a d  
r i s e n  s o o n  a f t e r  F r a n k  a n d  a l r e a d y  h a d  t w o  p a n s  o f  a p p l e  c r i s p  i n  t h e  o v e n  
a n d  h a d  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e  m a c a r o n i  s a l a d .  " Y o u  s h o u l d  t a l k  t o  t h o s e  b o y s  
w h e n  t h e y  g e t  h o m e  f r o m  s c h o o l . "  
F r a n k  w a s  u s e d  t o  h e r  l i s t  o f  s h o u l d s :  h e  s h o u l d  t r a d e  i n  h i s  F a r m a l l  
f o r  a  n e w  a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d  J o h n  D e e r e ;  h e  s h o u l d  c h a r g e  t h e  m i g r a n t s  
r e n t  s o  t h e y  l e a r n e d  m o n e y  m a n a g e m e n t ;  h e  s h o u l d  p l a n t  s q u a s h  a s  a  l a t e  
c r o p - t h a t ' s  w h a t  h e r  f a t h e r  a l w a y s  d i d - n o t  c a b b a g e s .  H e  p o u r e d  b o i l i n g  
w a t e r  i n t o  h i s  c o f f e e  c u p  t h e n  p o u r e d  t h e  r e s t  i n t o  a  b o w l  a n d  s t i r r e d  i n  
a  p o u c h  o f  o a t m e a l .  C a b b a g e s  w e r e  r i s k y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  l a t e  c r o p  o n e s ,  a n d  
l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e .  S o  m u c h  d e p e n d e d  o n  t i m i n g  a n d  a  g o o d  w o r k  c r e w .  
F o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  y e a r  A u g u s t  h a d  s t a y e d  c o o l ;  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  O c t o b e r ,  
w a r m . T h e  f i r s t  f r o s t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a  k i l l i n g  o n e ,  o n l y  e n o u g h  t o  b r i n g  o u t  
t h e  f l a v o r ,  s l o w  d o w n  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  k e e p  t h e  h e a d s  f r o m  s p l i t t i n g .  F r a n k  
h a d  f o u n d  a  n e w  b u y e r  w i t h  a  b e t t e r  p r i c e  f o r  q u a l i t y  h a n d - p i c k e d  f r e s h  
m a r k e t  c a b b a g e .  I n  t h e i r  f i r s t  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i e l d  t h e  w e e k  b e f o r e ,  t h e  
m a t u r e  h e a d s  w e r e  t i g h t  a n d  d e n s e ,  n i c e  t w o  t o  t h r e e  p o u n d e r s .  B y  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h i s  w e e k  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  h e a d s  w o u l d  b e  h a r v e s t e d  a n d  t h e  
s e a s o n a l  w o r k e r s  w o u l d  b e  o n  t h e i r  w a y  w e s t .  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n e x t  w e e k  
F r a n k ,  J e s s e  a n d  L o u i s a  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  f i e l d  s t r i p p e d .  
T h i s  m i d d l e  w e e k  o f  c a b b a g e  h a r v e s t  a l w a y s  h a d  a  c e r t a i n  g a i e t y  
t o  i t .  D o r i s ,  a  b e t t e r  p u b l i c  c o o k  t h a n  p r i v a t e  o n e ,  f i x e d  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  
d i s h e s - m a c a r o n i  a n d  c h e e s e ,  g o u l a s h ,  s l o p p y  j o e s ,  s c a l l o p e d  p o t a t o e s  a n d  
h a m - a n d  s h e  a n d  F r a n k  a n d  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t e  t h e i r  n o o n  m e a l  t o g e t h e r .  
A t  d u s k  J e s s e  w o u l d  b u i l d  a  h u g e  b o n f i r e  b e t w e e n  F r a n k ' s  h o u s e  a n d  t h e  
t r a i l e r s  a n d  a f t e r  s u p p e r  a l l  o f  t h e m ,  m o m s ,  d a d s ,  k i d s ,  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  
F r a n k  a n d  D o r i s  f o r  a  l i t t l e  w h i l e ,  p u l l e d  f o l d i n g  c h a i r s  i n t o  t h e  f i r e ' s  l i g h t .  
F r i e n d s  o f J  e s s e ' s ,  w h o  w e r e  a l s o  s t a y i n g  y e a r  r o u n d ,  w o u l d  s t o p  i n  a n d  s a y  
g o o d b y e  t o  t h o s e  w h o  w e r e  h e a d i n g  s o u t h  a n d  w e s t .  
F r a n k  r i n s e d  h i s  d i s h e s  a n d  t o o k  a  s e c o n d  c u p  o f  c o f f e e  w i t h  h i m  o u t  
t o  t h e  f i e l d .  " M o r n i n g , "  h e  c a l l e d  t o  h i s  p i c k e r s  w h o  s t o o d  i n  a  s e m i c i r c l e  
a l o n g s i d e  t h e  f l a t b e d ,  t a k i n g  t u r n s  s h a r p e n i n g  t h e i r  k n i v e s  o n  a  w h e t s t o n e ,  
w a i t i n g  a s  J e s s e  h o o k e d  t h e  t r a i l e r  t o  t h e  t r a c t o r .  F r a n k  s t u d i e d  t h e  s k y ,  t h e  
g r a y  b a n d  o f  c l o u d s ,  a n d  t h e  l o n g  r o w s  o f  c a b b a g e  b e n d i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  
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horizon. "Morning, Jesse, looks like another nice day." He glanced down 
the lane. "Whose car is that by the last trailer?" 
The crew shifted their feet in the dirt and glanced at one another while 
Jesse finished snapping on the chains then wiped his hands on a rag he 
kept in his back pocket. Frank felt an undercurrent, something he should 
know but would not be told. He knew better than try to pronounce the 
Spanish words he knew-words about farming and family life, sickness, 
machinery and INS regulations, words enough to make sense of things. 
His question about the car had brought something uneasy into the day. 
Jesse came around to Frank's side of the tractor. "It belongs to a cousin 
ofRosaura's." Rosaura was his brother Thomas's wife. "He and his family 
came in late last night. They need a place to stay a few days until they can 
go west with the others." Jesse glanced down the lane towards the black 
car and fifth trailer. 
Thomas, the louder of the two brothers, a little rougher, shook his 
head and made a comment. Frank caught only the last two words: "mal 
fortunados." Bad what? Bad luck? Bad future? 
Who lived in the fifth trailer-unlike the double-wides, it actually was 
a trailer, a twenty-foot Airstream that Frank and Doris had pulled to the 
Houghton Dam for family vacations when their kids were little-was left 
completely up to Jesse. If Jesse charged rent, it went into his pocket, not 
Frank's. That was their agreement. Workers would move in and out all 
summer long and Jesse always knew them somehow: a cousin who was up 
for the blueberry season, a friend of the family who came to pick strawber-
ries, a drifter whom the priest or the woman at the migrant center sent his 
way. The trailer was clean-Doris and Louisa saw to that each spring and 
fall-but it wasn't very fancy, never meant for long-term family life. 
"What's the problem?" Frank was thinking about Thomas and the stir 
Thomas's words had caused in the other workers. 
Jesse climbed up onto the tractor. "He has a wife and child. They've 
come with nothing. He won't be staying long, only a few days, and then 
he'll be gone."It was more explanation than answer, and Frank recognized 
it as Jesse's gentle way of keeping Frank outside of life inside the trailers. 
Jesse started up the tractor. The workers-women first, men next, Frank 
last-fell in behind and Jesse led them out to the spot where the picking 
had stopped the day before. 
The girl was sitting on the tailgate ofF rank's pickup when they came in for 
their midmorning break. She was a thin, flat-faced, white girl with a halo 
of white hair as short as dandelion fluff. She wore a faded sweatshirt, jeans 
and flip-flops. Frank didn't see the Mexican lying stretched out in the bed 
of the truck until the man sat up at the sound of their voices. "Amigos," the 
man called and jumped down, greeting and hugging the workers, kissing 
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t y s  u n t i l  t h e y  c a n  
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e s ,  i t  a c t u a l l y  w a s  
h a d  p u l l e d  t o  t h e  
r e  l i t t l e - w a s  l e f t  
o  h i s  p o c k e t ,  n o t  
v e  i n  a n d  o u t  a l l  
m s i n  w h o  w a s  u p  
t o  p i c k  s t r a w b e r -
. n t  c e n t e r  s e n t  h i s  
t  e a c h  s p r i n g  a n d  
1  f a m i l y  l i f e .  
o m a s  a n d  t h e  s t i r  
n d  c h i l d .  T h e y ' v e  
w  d a y s ,  a n d  t h e n  
F r a n k  r e c o g n i z e d  
n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l e r s .  
m e n  n e x t ,  F r a n k  
v h e r e  t h e  p i c k i n g  
r r  t h e y  c a m e  i n  f o r  
t e  g i r l  w i t h  a  h a l o  
i  s w e a t s h i r t ,  j e a n s  
1 e d  o u t  i n  t h e  b e d  
i c e s .  " A m i g o s , " t h e  
e  w o r k e r s ,  k i s s i n g  
t h e m ,  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  a l i k e ,  i n  a  w a y  t h a t  s e e m e d  f r i e n d l i e r  o n  h i s  p a r t  
t h a n  t h e i r s .  H e  w a s  t h i r t y - f i v e ,  m a y b e  f o r t y  y e a r s  o l d ,  w i t h  t u f t s  o f  s h o r t  
b l a c k  h a i r  k n o t t e d  u p  o n  h i s  h e a d .  H e  h a d  a  g o o f Y ,  s l i n k y  l o o k  a s  i f  n o t  
q u i t e  a l l  t h e r e ,  n o t  m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d ,  F r a n k  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  s o m e t h i n g  
e l s e ,  s o m e t h i n g  l o w e r ,  d e e p e r ,  w a s  n o t  q u i t e  r i g h t .  H e  h a d  o n  d r e s s y  s l a c k s ,  
c h e a p  a n d  w r i n k l e d ,  a n d  a  b l a c k  k n i t  s h i r t  t h a t  h u g g e d  t h e  m u s c l e s  a c r o s s  
h i s  c h e s t  a n d  s h o u l d e r s . T h e  g i r l  s t a y e d  o n  t h e  t a i l g a t e ,  h e a d  d o w n ,  a n d  i t  
w a s n ' t  u n t i l  F r a n k  c a m e  a r o u n d  b e h i n d  t h e  t r u c k  t o  g e t  t h e  w a t e r  c a n t e e n  
t h a t  h e  s a w  t h e  b a b y .  I t  s t a r t l e d  h i m ,  a  t i n y  b u n d l e  w r a p p e d  i n  a  d i r t y  
y e l l o w  b l a n k e t  a n d  l y i n g  o n  t h e  h a r d  m e t a l  r i b s  o f  t h e  t r u c k  b e d .  I t s  f a c e  
w a s  s m a l l  a n d  r e d .  I t s  t o n g u e  w a s  w o r k i n g  i t s  w a y  a c r o s s  i t s  l i p s  a n d  t h e  
g i r l  p u t  h e r  f i n g e r  t o  i t s  m o u t h ,  l e t t i n g  i t  s u c k  o n  h e r  k n u c k l e .  S h e  l i f t e d  
h e r  h e a d .  ' ' A s k  h i m ,  N a d o "  s h e  s a i d  t o  t h e  M e x i c a n ,  " y o u  a s k  h i m . "  F r a n k  
o p e n e d  t h e  c a b  o f h i s  p i c k u p  a n d  s e t  d o w n  h i s  k n i f e  a n d  h a t .  " N a d o , y o u  
p r o m i s e d , "  s h e  c a l l e d ,  h e r  v o i c e  r i s i n g  i n  c o m p l a i n t .  
T h e  s t r a n g e r  w a s  g r i p p i n g  J e s s e ' s  h a n d  a n d  F r a n k  k n e w  e n o u g h  S p a n -
i s h  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h e  w a s  a s k i n g  f o r  w o r k .  F r a n k  s t a y e d  o u t  o f  w h o  w a s  
h i r e d  a n d  h o w  m a n y  f i e l d  h a n d s  w e r e  n e e d e d - t h a t  w a s  J e s s e ' s  d e c i s i o n .  
T h i s  l a t e  i n  t h e  s e a s o n  J e s s e  o f t e n  t o o k  o n  a  d r i f t e r  o r  t w o .  F i e l d  w o r k  
d i d n ' t  k e e p  t h e m  l o n g ,  o n l y  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  p a y  f o r  a  t a n k  o f  g a s ,  a  n i g h t ' s  
l o d g i n g ,  s o  i t  s u r p r i s e d  F r a n k  w h e n  J e s s e  r e f u s e d .  I t  m u s t  h a v e  s u r p r i s e d  
t h e  g i r l  t o o  b e c a u s e  s h e  d r o p p e d  d o w n  o f f  t h e  t a i l g a t e ,  c a m e  a r o u n d  t h e  
s i d e  o f  t h e  t r u c k  a n d  t o o k  t h e  m a t t e r  u p  w i t h  F r a n k .  
" Y o u  g o t  t o  h i r e  h i m .  W e  b e e n  l i v i n g  o u t  o f  o u r  c a r  f o r  a  w e e k . "  H e r  
e y e s  w e r e  s h a r p  b l u e .  S h e  w a s  s m a l l e r ,  m a y b e  o l d e r  t h a n  h e  f i r s t  t h o u g h t ,  
c o u l d  b e  s i x t e e n ,  m a y b e  s e v e n t e e n .  I t  w a s  d a w n i n g  o n  h i m  t h a t  t h i s  g i r l  
a n d  t h i s  m i d d l e - a g e d  m a n  w e r e  i n  s o m e  k i n d  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  " N a d o  t o l d  
m e  t h i s  w a s  G o d ' s  c o u n t r y ,  t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w a s  f a m i l y ,  h e  t o l d  m e  y o u  
w a s  g o o d  m e n  a n d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  o n e  a n o t h e r . "  F r a n k  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  i f  i t  w a s  
a  c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  J e s s e  o r  h i m .  H e r  e y e s  w e n t  o u t  o v e r  
h i s  f i e l d s ,  h i s  b a r n  a n d  f a r m  e q u i p m e n t ,  h i s  m a c h i n e  s h e d ,  h i s  h o r s e s ,  a n d  
s e t t l e d  o n  h i s  h o u s e  a n d  g a r a g e .  " W e  n e e d  t o  g e t  s o m e  g r o c e r i e s  a n d  e n o u g h  
g a s  t o  g e t  t o  L . A .  N  a d o ' s  g o t  a  f r i e n d  t h e r e . "  S h e  m u s t  h a v e  s e n s e d  F r a n k ' s  
h e s i t a n c y .  ' ' A  f e w  d a y s ,  w h a t ' s  a  f e w  d a y s ?  L o o k  a t  a l l  t h e m  c a b b a g e s .  W h y  
c a n ' t  y o u  u s e  a n o t h e r  p i c k e r ? "  P u t  t h a t  w a y  i t  s e e m e d  o b v i o u s .  
J e s s e  f r o w n e d  a n d  i n  a  v o i c e  l o u d  e n o u g h  s o  t h e  g i r l  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  
w o r k e r s  c o u l d  h e a r  t o l d  F r a n k  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  h i r e  h i m ,  t h a t  t h e  m a n  
w a s  a n  i l l e g a l  a n d  h a d  f o r g e d  d o c u m e n t s .  I t  w a s  o n e  o f  F r a n k ' s  r u l e s .  
" F u c k  t h e  d o c u m e n t s , "  s a i d  t h e  g i r l .  
F r a n k ' s  h e a d  b o b b e d  u p ,  s t a r t l e d .  T h e  w o r k e r s  s t a r t l e d  t o o  a t  t h e  w o r d .  
N o  r o u g h  l a n g u a g e ,  a n o t h e r  F r a n k  r u l e .  
" C o n t r o l e  a  s u  m u j e r , "  J e s s e  s a i d  t o  t h e  s t r a n g e r  w h o  l a u g h e d  a n d  
a n s w e r e d  b a c k ,  " J , Q u i i n  p u e d e  c o n t r o l a r  e l  v i e n t o ? "  
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"The law is the law. No papers, no work." Jesse pulled his baseball cap 
down over his eyes. "Break time is over." 
"Then I'll work," the girl said, "I'm as American as they come." Her eyes 
challenged Jesse then shifted to Frank. "You can't deny me that." 
Frank glanced at the yellow bundle in the back of his truck then asked, 
"Have you ever picked cabbages?" 
"I been picking stuff all my life-rice, lettuce, strawberries, cantaloupe. 
Nobody's complained yet." Her eyes were small and hard. "What's the big 
deal? They're just cabbages for God's sake." 
Frank looked out over the field. That's all they were-cabbages. 
"They keep food on our table," said Jesse, "and clothes on our backs-
you pick them, you respect them." He reached over the side of the truck 
for a tool belt. "Here's a knife, keep it sharp. You lose it, you pay for it. We 
start at eight and work until dusk. The shipment goes out on Friday. You 
get paid Saturday." 
"Can we stay in the trailer?" 
"As long as you keep it clean. Any damage comes out of your pay-
check." 
"How much do I get paid?" 
"Depends on how much we get for the cabbage. Day workers get 
minimum wage, then everyone gets a bonus if it's a full load, fresh market 
grade A and delivered on time." 
The yellow bundle worried Frank. It lay so still, eyes open, unmoving. 
"Who'll take care of the baby?" he asked. 
"Fortunado," said the girl. She buckled on the knife and waded out 
into the cabbages. 
Jesse put her to work packing the fifty-pound cartons, saying her hands 
needed to learn the feel of mature heads before she took a knife to them. 
"Hold this," Louisa,] esse's wife, said and passed a fat green head into the 
girl's hands. "Good solid head, feel how heavy and thick. A head looks 
big or small-doesn't mean it's ready or not. We go by feel. What's not 
picked today grows some more tomorrow." 
"That's heavy." The girl started to tip it back into Louisa's hands. 
"Dense," said Louisa, refusing it. "Listen with your hands, listen all 
the way inside its heart. If it's not ready, it won't keep. Put it there." She 
pointed at a packing carton. "See how clean we pick? No sticks, no dirt, no 
damaged leaves. We pick clean, you keep them clean, eighteen to twenty-
two to a box, you keep count."The girl shifted her weight from one foot 
to the other. The ground between the rows was still damp and cold from 
the frost and curled up around the sides of her flip-flops. "You drop one, 
we can't ship it, so be careful. Don't you have any shoes?" 
The girl, as if it was too obvious a question to answer, looked down at 
the carton of cabbages then ahead twenty feet to where the two circles 
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r u c k  t h e n  a s k e d ,  
T i e s ,  c a n t a l o u p e .  
" W h a t ' s  t h e  b i g  
- c a b b a g e s .  
;  o n  o u r  b a c k s -
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: e e l .  W h a t ' s  n o t  
i s a ' s  h a n d s .  
h . a n d s ,  l i s t e n  a l l  
u t  i t  t h e r e . "  S h e  
t i c k s ,  n o  d i r t ,  n o  
t t e e n  t o  t w e n t y -
t  f r o m  o n e  f o o t  
)  a n d  c o l d  f r o m  
" Y o u  d r o p  o n e ,  
l o o k e d  d o w n  a t  
t h e  t w o  c i r c l e s  
o f  w o r k e r s  w e r e  s l i c i n g  o f f  c a b b a g e s ,  t r i m m i n g  o f f  t h e  o u t e r  l e a v e s  a n d  
s e t t i n g  t h e  t i g h t  r o u n d  h e a d s  b a c k  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  r o w s .  A  h a l f - f i l l e d  c a r t o n  
s a t  t h r e e  r o w s  o v e r .  
J e s s e  t o o k  a  p i e c e  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  c a r d b o a r d  o f f  t h e  t r a i l e r  a n d  f o l d e d  i t  
o p e n  i n t o  a  b o x .  " W e  w o r k  f a s t , "  h e  s a i d ,  " t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  c a b b a g e s  s e t  o u t  
i n  t h e  s u n ,  t h e  m o r e  a p t  t h e y  a r e  t o  w i l t . "  H e  g r a b b e d  a n o t h e r  c a r d b o a r d  
f l a t  a n d  f o l d e d  o p e n  a  l i d .  " W h e n  L o u i s a  g o e s  i n  t o  f i x  l u n c h ,  I ' l l  s e n d  
s o m e o n e  e l s e  t o  h e l p  y o u . "  
" W h e r e  d o  I  p u t  t h e  b o x e s ?  
" L e a v e  t h e m  r i g h t  t h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  r o w s .  S o m e o n e  w i l l  c o m e  b a c k ,  
c h e c k  t h e m  a n d  l o a d  t h e m  o n  t h e  t r a i l e r . "  
F r a n k  w o r k e d  a  l i t t l e  w a y s  a h e a d ,  w a t c h i n g  a s  t h e  g i r l  w o v e  b a c k  a n d  
f o r t h  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  t h e  c a r t o n s  a n d  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  l i s t e n i n g  a s  t h e  
w o m e n  p e p p e r e d  h e r  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  s h e  g a v e  o u t  b i t s  a n d  p i e c e s  o f  
h e r  l i f e .  T h e  b a b y  w a s  s e v e n  w e e k s  o l d  a n d  c o l i c k y ,  a n d  t h e y ' d  c o m e  f r o m  
N e w  Y o r k  w h e r e  N a d o  h a d  b e e n  m a k i n g  g o o d  m o n e y  a s  a  d a n c e r  i n  a  
c l u b  i n  t h e  P o c o n o s .  W h e n  t h e  c l u b  w e n t  b a n k r u p t  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  h e a d  
s o m e p l a c e  w a r m e r :  L a s  V e g a s ,  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  H o l l y w o o d .  T h e y  w e r e  o n l y  
s t o p p i n g  h e r e  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  t h e r e .  N  a d o  h a d  a  f r i e n d  w h o s e  b r o t h e r  
d a n c e d  i n  t h e  m o v i e s  a n d  c o u l d  g e t  h i m  a  j o b .  " A  r e g u l a r  F r e d  A s t a i r e , "  s a i d  
T h o m a s  a n d  a l l  t h e  w o r k e r s  l a u g h e d ,  b u t  t h e  g i r l  i n s i s t e d ,  " T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  I  
s e e n  h i m  d a n c e .  Y o u  w o n ' t  b e  l a u g h i n g  w h e n  w e ' r e  m i l l i o n a i r e s . "  
B y  n o o n ,  w h e n  t h e y  b r o k e  f o r  l u n c h ,  t h e y  h a d  f i n i s h e d  t h e  s e c o n d  
s w e e p  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t w e n t y  r o w s  a n d  F r a n k  h a d  s t a c k e d  t h e  c a r t o n s  i n  t h e  
r e f r i g e r a t e d  t r a i l e r  t h a t  s t o o d  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  f i e l d .  D o r i s  a n d  L o u i s a  h a d  
l u n c h  s e t  o u t  o n  a  l o n g  t a b l e  i n  t h e  g a r a g e .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  t w o  w o m e n  
s p o k e  c h e e r f u l l y  e n o u g h  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  t h e  c r e w ,  F r a n k  c o u l d  t e l l  b y  
t h e  f i r m  l i n e  o f  h i s  w i f e ' s  l i p s  a n d  t h e  w a y  s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  l o o k  a t  h i m  t h a t  
s h e  w a s  i r r i t a t e d .  H e  s c r u b b e d  h i s  h a n d s  a t  t h e  s i n k  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  a n d  
t r i e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  w h a t  h e  h a d  d o n e . T h e  m e n  w a s h e d  u p  b e h i n d  h i m  a n d  
w e n t  f i r s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i n e ,  t a k i n g  l a r g e  h e l p i n g s  o f  m a c a r o n i  a n d  c h e e s e ,  
b a k e d  b e a n s ,  g e l a t i n  a n d  d e s s e r t ,  t h e n  s a t  o n  f o l d i n g  c h a i r s  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  
o r  o u t s i d e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  u n d e r  t h e  m a p l e  t r e e .  T h e  w o m e n  f i l l e d  t h e i r  
p l a t e s  a n d  f o u n d  p l a c e s  a t  t h e  p i c n i c  t a b l e .  
T h e  g i r l ' s  e y e s  h a d  g r o w n  b i g  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  t h e  f o o d  a n d  w h e n  s h e  
f o u n d  o u t  i t  w a s n ' t  o n l y  f o r  w o r k e r s ,  s h e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  t r a i l e r  a n d  c a m e  
b a c k  w i t h  t h e  b a b y  a n d  t h e  s l e e p y - e y e d  m a n .  H e  p i l e d  h i s  p l a t e  f u l l  w i t h  
f o o d  a n d  f o u n d  a  s e a t  w i t h  t h e  w o m e n  w h i l e  t h e  g i r l  f i l l e d  t h e  b a b y ' s  
b o t t l e  f r o m  t h e  m i l k  j u g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t a b l e .  P u t t i n g  t h e  b u n d l e  o n  
t h e  g r o u n d ,  s h e  b r u s h e d  u p  a  p i l e  o f  l e a v e s  a n d  p r o p p e d  t h e  b o t t l e  t h e r e  
s o  t h e  c h i l d  c o u l d  d r i n k .  S h e  w e n t  b a c k  f o r  h e r  f o o d  t h e n  s a t  c r o s s - l e g g e d  
n e x t  t o  t h e  b u n d l e .  S h e  a t e  q u i c k l y  a n d  w h e n  s h e  c a m e  b a c k  w i t h  s e c o n d s ,  
F r a n k  a s k e d ,  " W h a t ' s  y o u r  b a b y ' s  n a m e ? "  
M a r y  L o t z  
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The girl looked at him in a sudden sharp way as if she suspected more 
than friendliness behind the question. "Don," she said. 
"Don?" He thought he hadn't heard right, such an old fashioned name 
for a girl to chose. 
"Yeah, Don," her eyes settled for a moment on the infant, "so he always 
gets respect, like Don Pedro, Don Juan, like Don Diego de la Vega, you 
know, like in the movie." She glanced at Frank and then at the back of 
the man at the picnic table. "Kind of a joke, Don-like everyone will be 
saying 'Sir' to him." 
"Oh," said Frank. The bundle seemed to be disappearing in the leaves, 
its mouth barely moving on the nipple. The bottle seemed no emptier 
than before. 
A few of the men stood and stretched, went back for seconds; others 
moved off to the driveway to light their cigarettes. The girl finished off her 
second plate before Frank was half finished. "Are them Percherons?" she 
asked studying the horses and saying, "I thought so," when Frank nodded. 
"My grandma down in Louisiana used to have a white pony and I would 
ride him like the wind." She set down her plate and jiggled the bottle in 
the baby's mouth. "But that was when I was little," she added as if it was a 
lifetime ago. "How come you have work horses instead of riding ones?" 
Frank's mind fumbled, unable to name why, and the girl didn't wait for 
an answer. Instead she pointed towards the trailer they were staying in. 
"There ain't no TV in there," she said, not so much in complaint as in a 
statement of fact, a clarification, as if once Frank knew about the problem 
it would be fixed, "but there's plenty of hot water." She pushed herself up 
from the ground and walked to where the men stood smoking. 
The child stayed very still, eyes narrowed into slits. When Frank looked 
closely, he could see the infant's pupils moving ever so slowly back and 
forth. The bottle had slipped from its mouth and the nipple pressed against 
its cheek so that drop of milk hung there. Frank felt an urge to wipe it 
away, to pick up the baby and tuck it in the crook of his arm. It had been 
years since he'd cradled a child so small, not since his youngest daughter 
he was sure. Back then babies had been a mystery of feeding, changing, 
and crying which only Doris could solve, a bundle of do's and don'ts. This 
one seemed empty, a shell as fragile as the leaves around him. Frank could 
picture the girl's parents and her grandmother living down the road from 
one another in small, unpainted houses with lots oflawn ornaments and 
patches of crabgrass and petunias dotting their yards. On October morn-
ings like this the grandma must look out into her pasture, see that white 
pony knee-high in star thistle and think of her little girl. 
N ado laughed, still lounging at the picnic table, entertaining the women 
with a story about a flamenco contest, a rooster and a wet woman-those 
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w e r e  t h e  w o r d s  F r a n k  c o u l d  c a t c h .  H i s  a r m s  a n d  b a c k  w e r e  w e l l - m u s c l e d ,  
h i s  w a i s t  t r i m .  W h e n  h e  t u r n e d  h i s  h e a d  t o  l a u g h  a g a i n ,  F r a n k  c o u l d  s e e  
t h e  l i n e s  o n  h i s  f a c e  a n d  t h e  f o l d s  i n  h i s  n e c k ,  m a r k s  o f  a n  o l d e r  m a n .  
T h e  t h r e e  w o m e n  l a u g h e d  w i t h  h i m  a n d  J e s s e ' s  c o u s i n ,  a  s i n g l e - m o t h e r ,  
l a u g h e d  l o u d e s t .  
" L u n c h  i s  o v e r , "  L o u i s a  c a l l e d  f r o m  t h e  g a r a g e .  S h e  c o l l e c t e d  u p  t h e  
s e r v i n g  s p o o n s  a n d  l o a d e d  t h e  b o w l s  a n d  p l a t t e r s  o n t o  a  t r a y .  D o r i s  a d d e d  
a  b o w l  t o  t h e  p i l e .  L o u i s a  h u s t l e d  t o  t h e  p i c n i c  t a b l e  a n d  t o o k  t h e  d i r t y  
p a p e r  p l a t e s  a n d  c u p s  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  w o m e n  a n d  N a d o .  " L u n c h  t i m e  i s  
o v e r , "  s h e  s a i d  a g a i n ,  h u r r y i n g  t h e m  a l o n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a b b a g e ,  " J e s s e  
w a n t s  y o u  b a c k  t o  w o r k . "  N a d o  l a u g h e d  a n d  t r i e d  t o  t a k e  L o u i s a ' s  h a n d ,  
p l a y f u l l y  s c o l d i n g  h e r ,  s a y i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  w o m e n ' s  w o r k  a n d  w o r k i n g  
t h e  w o m e n ,  w h i c h  f r o m  t h e  w a y  L o u i s a  s c o w l e d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w o m e n  
g i g g l e d  F r a n k  t o o k  t o  b e  b o t h  c l e v e r  a n d  r u d e .  
T h e  s t r a n g e r  s t o o d  a n d  s t r e t c h e d  u p  o n t o  h i s  t i p t o e s ,  a r m s  e x t e n d e d ,  
a  d a n c e r ' s  m o v e ,  t h e n  n o t i c e d  F r a n k  w a t c h i n g  h i m  a n d  s i t t i n g  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  b a b y . "  S e n o r , "  h e  s a i d  w i t h  a  n o d  a s  h e  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  b a b y  a n d  c a r r i e d  
i t  b a c k  i n s i d e .  
" D o n ' t  j u s t  s i t  t h e r e . "  D o r i s  s t o o d  o v e r  F r a n k ,  d i r t y  p a p e r  p l a t e s  t r e m -
b l i n g  i n  h e r  h a n d s .  " Y o u  h a v e  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g .  A  g i r l  h e r  a g e ,  a  m a n  h i s  
a g e ,  i t ' s  i l l e g a l .  I ' m  s u r e  i t  i s . "  F r a n k  s c r a m b l e d  t o  h i s  f e e t ,  s u r p r i s e d  b y  t h e  
s a v a g e n e s s  o f  h e r  v o i c e .  S h e  s e t  t h e  p l a t e s  o n  t h e  p i c n i c  t a b l e  a n d  s w i p e d  
a t  t h e  c r u m b s  w i t h  h e r  d i s h c l o t h ,  g l a n c i n g  a r o u n d  a t  h i m ,  m a k i n g  s u r e  
F r a n k  k n e w  s h e  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  h i m .  " W h a t  b r o u g h t  t h e m  h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  
I ' d  l i k e  t o  k n o w .  T h e y ' v e  g o t  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  c l o t h e s  o n  t h e i r  b a c k s  a n d  
t h e  d i r t  i n  t h e i r  p o c k e t s .  D i d  y o u  s e e  h e r ?  S h e ' s  f e e d i n g  t h a t  b a b y  m i l k  
f r o m  a  j u g .  S h e  h a s  n o  i d e a  h o w  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h a t  c h i l d . "  
" S h e ' s  j u s t  a  c h i l d  h e r s e l f , "  h e  a p o l o g i z e d .  
D o r i s  s h o o k  t h e  c r u m b s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  g r a s s .  " T h a t ' s  t h e  w h o l e  p o i n t  o f  
w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g . "  
F r a n k  l o o k e d  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  c a b b a g e  f i e l d  a t  t h e  s l o w - m o v i n g  t r a c t o r ,  
t h e  e m p t y  f l a t b e d ,  t h e  s t o o p e d  b a c k s  o f  h i s  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  s e v e r e d  h e a d s ,  t h e  
d e c i m a t e d  s t a l k s .  S u d d e n l y  t h e  h a r v e s t  s e e m e d  a  l o s s ,  n o t  a  g a i n .  
T h o m a s  f o u n d  t h e  f i r s t  d a m a g e d  h e a d .  H e  b r o u g h t  i t  t o  F r a n k  a n d  J e s s e  
b o t t o m  s i d e  u p .  T h e  s o f t  w h i t e  w e b - l i k e  m o l d  m a d e  a  s p o t  t h e  s i z e  o f  
a  q u a r t e r .  T h e  l e a f  t i s s u e  a r o u n d  t h e  s p o t  w a s  w a t e r y  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n t .  
T h o m a s  f o l d e d  b a c k  t h e  d a m a g e d  o u t e r  l e a v e s ,  e x p o s i n g  l a y e r  u p o n  l a y e r  
o f  s o f t ,  w e t  i s s u e .  
" W h i t e  m o l d , "  s a i d  J e s s e .  
" B a d  l u c k , "  s a i d  T h o m a s .  H e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w o r k e r s  g l a n c e d  t o w a r d s  
t h e  f i f t h  t r a i l e r  w h e r e  N a d o  s a t  o n  a  t r a i l e r  s t e p  d o z i n g  i n  t h e  s u n s h i n e .  
T h e  b a b y  l a y  o n  a  s o f a  c u s h i o n  a t  h i s  f e e t .  
M a r y  L o t z  
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Frank looked up the unharvested rows for signs of wilting; the mold 
couldn't have appeared over lunch. Maybe it was an isolated spore. He 
pulled out the whole plant from which Thomas had cut the damaged head. 
He and Jesse inspected the plants on both sides of where the infected one 
had grown and, even though they looked healthy, pulled out those plants 
too, roots and all, just to be safe. If spores had touched them, white mold 
would spread through the carton they were packed in. Jesse brought a 
gunny sack from the trailer and they put the damaged plants in it and 
twisted it shut. Frank wasn't too concerned-one damaged head might 
not mean anything-but that night when Jesse lit the bonfire, Frank threw 
all of the rot, sack and all, into the flames. 
Frank was surprised when he opened the barn door to find the light on, 
even more surprised to find the girl brushing down his two draft horses. 
She stood between them and must not have heard the door creak open 
for she was talking to the animals, calling them imaginary names and 
talking of the journeys the three of them might take together. "We'll ride 
to the end of the rainbow," he heard her say. Her fingers found a snarl and 
gently pulled it apart. "You, Giddy-up, will be my trusted steed and you, 
Giddy-down, will carry all my gowns and gold." 
Frank, embarrassed, back away but not before the girl spied him and 
stopped her playing. "Your horses had a bunch of cockleburs in their mane. 
Hope you don't mind me brushing them." 
"No, that's fine."The horses moved to the gate at the sound ofhis voice 
and the girl moved with them, a yoke between two giants. "I thought you 
would be tired from working in the field," Frank said. The closest horse 
nuzzled his hand. 
"There's nothing to do in that trailer." She stroked the brush under the 
horse's neck. "Are these two brothers? They look exactly alike." 
"Twins, a perfectly matched pair." It wasn't only conformation and color 
that paired them. As young colts, even before they'd felt a harness, each 
responded to how the other moved, matching stride to stride, as if what 
they most needed to know-how to move in harmony-had been bred or 
born into them. He didn't tell her how rare such a perfectly matched pair 
was and how he had happened by, the right buyer with the right money 
at the right time. A woman at his church had said, "Must be God's will," 
but he wouldn't go that far. "Luke here," he touched the horse the girl was 
brushing, "is about ten minutes older." 
"What's this one's name?" She touched the shoulder of the other 
horse. 
"Gabriel." 
She made a face. 
"They were named after a pair of draft horses my grandpa had." 
"Oh," she pa1 
I sit on them?" 
"They're just 
used to things-
on their backs, t 
off the string fn 
stomped impati( 
waiting while F1 
out the stall whil 
their necks and · 
Frank woke in tl 
the distant sounc 
hear was the rail 
He told himself 
about rain, that 
the white mold' 
the girl's trouble 
and shirt, gettin! 
Doris had said. : 
it from Thomas': 
cousin. Doris ha< 
N avarrez, althou 
from upstate N< 
health departm( 
customers. She'd 
fall before when 
down in Louisi~ 
fire on its first v 
but he only stay 
of redwing blad 
girl had to leave 
crib for the baby 
start with. Loui> 
a housekeeper, r 
And she wasn't r 
had said, buttor 
of the bed. "You 
says he's close t< 
it, more like fou 
thought he saw 
trailer out there. 
, v i l t i n g ;  t h e  m o l d  
o l a t e d  s p o r e .  H e  
1 e  d a m a g e d  h e a d .  
:  t h e  i n f e c t e d  o n e  
I  o u t  t h o s e  p l a n t s  
h e m ,  w h i t e  m o l d  
.  J e s s e  b r o u g h t  a  
.  p l a n t s  i n  i t  a n d  
1 g e d  h e a d  m i g h t  
t f i r e ,  F r a n k  t h r e w  
f i n d  t h e  l i g h t  o n ,  
t w o  d r a f t  h o r s e s .  
d o o r  c r e a k  o p e n  
. n a r y  n a m e s  a n d  
e t h e r .  " W e ' l l  r i d e  
: O u n d  a  s n a r l  a n d  
: d  s t e e d  a n d  y o u ,  
r l  s p i e d  h i m  a n d  
1 r s  i n  t h e i r  m a n e .  
o u n d  o f  h i s  v o i c e  
s .  " I  t h o u g h t  y o u  
l l i e  c l o s e s t  h o r s e  
b r u s h  u n d e r  t h e  
a l i k e . "  
m a t i o n  a n d  c o l o r  
t  a  h a r n e s s ,  e a c h  
s t r i d e ,  a s  i f  w h a t  
n a d  b e e n  b r e d  o r  
t l y  m a t c h e d  p a i r  
t h e  r i g h t  m o n e y  
: t  b e  G o d ' s  w i l l , "  
o r s e  t h e  g i r l  w a s  
l e r  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
n d p a  h a d . "  
" O h , "  s h e  p a u s e d  a n d  t h o u g h t  f o r  a  m o m e n t ,  " t h a t  m a k e s  s e n s e .  C a n  
I  s i t  o n  t h e m ? "  
" T h e y ' r e  j u s t  y e a r l i n g s ,  n o t  r e a d y  f o r  t h a t  y e t .  I ' v e  b e e n  g e t t i n g  t h e m  
u s e d  t o  t h i n g s - t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  b i t  a n d  b r i d l e ,  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  h a r n e s s  
o n  t h e i r  b a c k s ,  t h e  f e e l  o f  t h e  r e i n s  a c r o s s  t h e i r  h a u n c h e s . "  F r a n k  p u l l e d  
o f f  t h e  s t r i n g  f r o m  a  b a l e  o f  h a y .  T h e  h o r s e s  m o v e d  t o  t h e i r  m a n g e r  a n d  
s t o m p e d  i m p a t i e n t l y .  T h e  g i r l  m o v e d  w i t h  t h e m ,  a  h a n d  o n  e a c h  s h o u l d e r ,  
w a i t i n g  w h i l e  F r a n k  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  h a y .  H e  p i c k e d  u p  a  s h o v e l  t o  c l e a n  
o u t  t h e  s t a l l  w h i l e  s h e  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  w r a p p i n g  h e r  a r m s  a r o u n d  
t h e i r  n e c k s  a n d  w h i s p e r i n g  p l a y  t h i n g s .  
F r a n k  w o k e  i n  t h e  n i g h t  t o  t h e  s o u n d  o f  r a i n  o n  h i s  r o o f .  H e  l i s t e n e d  f o r  
t h e  d i s t a n t  s o u n d  o f  t h u n d e r  w a r n i n g  h i m  o f  m o r e  t o  c o m e  b u t  a l l  h e  c o u l d  
h e a r  w a s  t h e  r a i n ' s  s t e a d y  t a p  a n d  t h e  w a s h  o f  w a t e r  t h r o u g h  h i s  g u t t e r s .  
H e  t o l d  h i m s e l f  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  s l e e p ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  h e  c o u l d  d o  
a b o u t  r a i n ,  t h a t  t h e  c l o u d s  w o u l d  p a s s  o v e r  b y  m o r n i n g .  H e  t h o u g h t  o f  
t h e  w h i t e  m o l d  s p r e a d i n g ,  t h e n  h i s  w i f e  a n d  t h e  w a y  s h e  h a d  s p o o n e d  o u t  
t h e  g i r l ' s  t r o u b l e s  a s  h e  h a d  s a t  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  b e d ,  t a k i n g  o f f  h i s  s o c k s  
a n d  s h i r t ,  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  s l e e p .  " S h e  k n o w s  t r i c k s  a  g i r l  s h o u l d n ' t  k n o w , "  
D o r i s  h a d  s a i d .  S h e ' d  g o t t e n  h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  L o u i s a  w h o ' d  g o t t e n  
i t  f r o m  T h o m a s ' s  w i f e ,  R o s a u r a ,  w h o s e  s i s t e r  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  F o r t u n a d o ' s  
c o u s i n .  D o r i s  h a d  t h e  w h o l e  s c o o p :  h i s  f u l l  n a m e  w a s  F o r t u n a d o  G u i l l e r m o  
N a v a r r e z ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  w e n t  b y  o t h e r  n a m e s  t o o ,  a n d  t h e y  h a d  j u s t  c o m e  
f r o m  u p s t a t e  N e w  Y o r k  w h e r e  h e ' d  l o s t  h i s  j o b  a s  a  m a l e  s t r i p p e r - t h e  
h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  h a d  s h u t  d o w n  t h e  c l u b ' s  k i t c h e n  a n d  i t  l o s t  a l l  i t s  
c u s t o m e r s .  S h e ' d  h a d  t h e  b a b y  s e v e n  w e e k s  a g o  a n d  N  a d o  h a d  m e t  h e r  t h e  
f a l l  b e f o r e  w h e n  h e  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  w e r e  w o r k i n g  t h e  r i c e  y a r d s  
d o w n  i n  L o u i s i a n a  j u s t  a f t e r  h e ' d  l o s t  a  j o b  o n  a  c r u i s e  s h i p  t h a t  c a u g h t  
f i r e  o n  i t s  f i r s t  v o y a g e  o u t .  A  c o u s i n  h a d  g o t t e n  h i m  o n t o  t h e  r i c e  c r e w  
b u t  h e  o n l y  s t a y e d  l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  t h e  g i r l  i n  t r o u b l e ,  a t t r a c t  a  f l o c k  
o f  r e d w i n g  b l a c k b i r d s  a n d  l e a v e  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  h o p p i n g  m a d .  N a d o  a n d  t h e  
g i r l  h a d  t o  l e a v e  N e w  Y o r k  i n  a  h u r r y  t o o  w i t h  n o t h i n g - n o  c l o t h e s ,  n o  
c r i b  f o r  t h e  b a b y ,  n o  f o o d ,  n o  s u i t c a s e s - n o t  t h a t  t h e y ' d  e v e r  h a d  m u c h  t o  
s t a r t  w i t h .  L o u i s a  h a d  b e e n  i n s i d e  t h e  t r a i l e r  a n d  t h e  g i r l  w a s n ' t  m u c h  o f  
a  h o u s e k e e p e r ,  n o t  t h a t  i t  m a t t e r e d  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  r o a d  t h e  w a y  t h e y  d i d .  
A n d  s h e  w a s n ' t  m u c h  o f  a  m o t h e r  e i t h e r .  " B u t  t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  o b v i o u s , "  D o r i s  
h a d  s a i d ,  b u t t o n i n g  u p  h e r  p a j a m a  t o p  a n d  m o v i n g  a r o u n d  t o  h e r  s i d e  
o f  t h e  b e d .  " Y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g ,  F r a n k .  I t ' s  s h a m e l e s s .  R o s a u r a  
s a y s  h e ' s  c l o s e  t o  f o r t y .  T h e  g i r l  c l a i m s  s h e ' s  s i x t e e n  b u t  w e  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  
i t ,  m o r e  l i k e  f o u r t e e n  o r  f i f t e e n . "  S h e  p u l l e d  b a c k  t h e  b e d  c o v e r s  a n d  h e  
t h o u g h t  h e  s a w  h e r  s h u d d e r .  " T h e  t h i n g s  h e  m u s t  m a k e  h e r  d o  i n  t h a t  
t r a i l e r  o u t  t h e r e . "  
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She stirred in the bed next to him and he shifted in response, settling 
the small of his back against her hip and listening to the sound of the rain. 
He thought of Jesse-he, too, would be awake, listening to the rain-and 
then the girl. It occurred to him how she should come and live with him 
and Doris. They could adopt her or become her foster parents. He thought 
of the hollow-eyed baby in its dirty blanket, how that poor thing could 
come too. They could buy it a crib and one of those jumpy-seats-his own 
kids always liked those-and his wife could fix up their oldest son's room 
as a nursery again. He thought of his wife's harsh words and after a while, 
when the shushings of the rain had washed them from his head, he rolled 
over and softly whispered the girl's name in his wife's ear, "Lilly." Then, 
half-wish, half-prayer, he added, "Lilly loves you." 
The next morning was cool and damp, so soggy not a drop could 
evaporate. Water dripped off trees, left a film along the leaves of cabbages 
and turned the dirt between the rows slick and black. The whole world 
looked washed in gray: gray sky, gray barn, gray horses. A light was on in 
Jesse's trailer as Frank walked to the barn so he stopped and knocked.Jesse 
had already been out to check the field-the south section was covered 
with puddles. They would wait for it to drain, go out midmorning and 
eat lunch later than usual. The girl was already in the barn when Frank 
got there, wrapped in a horse blanket and curled up on a bed of hay bales. 
He guessed she had slept there all night and, haunted by his wife's words, 
found himself relieved. There was a soft mewing, like Frank's feeble old 
barn cat, and following the sound he found the baby wedged against an 
oat bag. It mewed again and the girl sat up, blinking, rubbing her face with 
her hands. She patted the baby, then tried to satisfY it with her knuckle. 
Her eyes were puffY and dark; her mouth, a thin frown line. Gone was 
the horse dreamer of the night before. 
Frank shook the water off his hat. "It's too wet to work. You might as 
well go back to sleep." 
The girl scowled. "Can't. "The baby fussed, turning away from her hand. 
The girl slumped and Frank thought for a moment that she was going 
to lie back down, but she shifted her weight and tried patting the baby 
again. "I got to get to town to get some stuff for Donnie. Diapers, wipes. 
Louisa said maybe ifl give him some rice cereal or baby food he might 
not cry so much." 
"Do you need some milk?" 
"I got some but he don't take to it, leaves his poop all runny." 
Frank thought of his wife's criticisms and said, "Our kids stayed on 
formula for a long time. Maybe he'd like that." 
"Yea, formula, I could get some formula." 
Frank opened the grain bin and measured out oats and vitamins into 
Luke's bucket. He felt her eyes watching him. "Do you want to feed Luke?" 
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e n t s .  H e  t h o u g h t  
J o o r  t h i n g  c o u l d  
r - s e a t s - h i s  o w n  
J l d e s t  s o n ' s  r o o m  
m d  a f t e r  a  w h i l e ,  
i s  h e a d ,  h e  r o l l e d  
: a r ,  " L i l l y . "  T h e n ,  
o t  a  d r o p  c o u l d  
a v e s  o f  c a b b a g e s  
b e  w h o l e  w o r l d  
~ l i g h t  w a s  o n  i n  
. d  k n o c k e d .  J e s s e  
i o n  w a s  c o v e r e d  
1 i d m o r n i n g  a n d  
a r n  w h e n  F r a n k  
b e d  o f  h a y  b a l e s .  
h i s  w i f e ' s  w o r d s ,  
r a n k ' s  f e e b l e  o l d  
d g e d  a g a i n s t  a n  
n g  h e r  f a c e  w i t h  
i t h  h e r  k n u c k l e .  
l i n e .  G o n e  w a s  
· k .  Y o u  m i g h t  a s  
r  f r o m  h e r  h a n d .  
t  s h e  w a s  g o i n g  
1 a t t i n g  t h e  b a b y  
D i a p e r s ,  w i p e s .  
'  f o o d  h e  m i g h t  
r u n n y . "  
k i d s  s t a y e d  o n  
d  v i t a m i n s  i n t o  
t  t o  f e e d  L u k e ? "  
h e  a s k e d ,  s e t t i n g  d o w n  o n e  b u c k e t  a n d  p i c k i n g  u p  a n o t h e r .  H e  s h o v e d  t h e  
s c o o p  i n t o  t h e  g r a i n  a n d  g a v e  i t  a  s h a k e  t o  l e v e l  i t  o f f .  
" N  a h , "  s h e  l o o k e d  a w a y  f r o m  h i m  t o  w h e r e  t h e  h o r s e s  s t o o d .  " J e s s e  s a i d  
p a y d a y  a i n ' t  t i l l  S a t u r d a y ,  b u t  I  t h o u g h t  y o u  m i g h t  p a y  m e  f o r  w h a t  I  d i d  
y e s t e r d a y - , "  s h e  l e t  t h e  i d e a  h a n g  t h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e m - a l r e a d y  F r a n k  
w a s  t h i n k i n g  h e  w o u l d  j u s t  g i v e  h e r  s o m e  m o n e y - t h e n  s h e  f i n i s h e d ,  
" c a u s e  y o u  a r e  t h e  b o s s  o f  h i m . "  
F r a n k  s e t  t h e  s c o o p  d o w n ,  t o o k  o u t  h i s  w a l l e t  a n d  t w o  t w e n t i e s  
a p p e a r e d .  I t  w a s  a l l  h e  h a d  e x c e p t  f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f  s i n g l e s .  " T a k e  t h i s , "  h e  
s a i d ,  " a s  a  g i f t .  Y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  p a y  m e  b a c k . "  H e  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  
d i s p o s a b l e  d i a p e r s ,  f o r m u l a ,  a  g a l l o n  o f  g a s  a n d  g a v e  h e r  t h e  s i n g l e s  t o o .  
" T h a n k s , "  t h e  b i l l s  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  h e r  f i s t ,  " t h a t ' s  n i c e  o f  y o u . "  T h e r e  
w a s  a  b i t  o f  a  s m i l e .  
" B a b i e s  a r e  e x p e n s i v e . "  H e  f e l t  f a t h e r l y .  " I  w a n t  y o u  t o  t a k e  g o o d  c a r e  
o f  t h a t  l i t t l e  b o y . "  
" O h ,  I  w i l l . "  
" I  r e m e m b e r  w h e n  m y  o l d e s t  s o n  w a s  b o r n , "  h e  m e a s u r e d  o u t  a n o t h e r  
s c o o p  o f  g r a i n ,  " w e  h a d  j u s t  g o t t e n  t h i s  f a r m  f r o m  m y  d a d  a n d  h a d n ' t  e v e n  
h a d  o u r  f i r s t  c r o p  o f  b l u e b e r r i e s  y e t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  w e  g r e w  b a c k  t h e n  e x c e p t  
s o m e  s w e e t  c o r n  a n d  t o m a t o e s  t h a t  D o r i s  s o l d  a t  a  l i t t l e  s t a n d  o u t  f r o n t . "  
H e  s m i l e d  a t  t h e  m e m o r y .  T h e  g i r l  s l i p p e d  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  h a l e  b a l e s  a n d  
s h i f t e d  h e r  w e i g h t  f r o m  o n e  f o o t  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  i f  e a g e r  t o  g e t  g o i n g .  S h e  
p i c k e d  u p  t h e  c h i l d .  " Y o u  t a k e  o f f  n o w , "  h e  s a i d ,  " a s  w e t  a s  i t  i s  w e  w o n ' t  
b e  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  u n t i l  m i d m o r n i n g . "  
H e  f o l l o w e d  h e r  t o  t h e  b a r n  d o o r  a n d  w a t c h e d  h e r  g o  i n t o  t r a i l e r  a n d  
c o m e  o u t  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  w i t h o u t  t h e  b a b y .  S h e  s t a r t e d  t h e  c a r .  H e  
t h o u g h t  s h e  m i g h t  l o o k  t o w a r d s  h i m  a n d  w a v e ,  b u t  d r i v i n g  t o o k  h e r  f u l l  
a t t e n t i o n .  S i t t i n g  f o r w a r d  o n  t h e  s e a t ,  s t r e t c h i n g  f o r  t h e  g a s  p e d a l ,  s h e  
s t e e r e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h ,  a  l i t t l e  e r r a t i c a l l y ,  a  l i t t l e  t o o  f a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m u d  
a n d  p u d d l e s ,  o u t  t o  t h e  h i g h w a y .  
A r o u n d  n o o n  i t  o c c u r r e d  t o  F r a n k  t h a t  s h e  w a s n ' t  c o m i n g  b a c k .  H i s  
p a n t s  w e r e  w e t  u p  t o  h i s  k n e e s  a n d  h i s  s l e e v e s  w e t  u p  t o  h i s  s h o u l d e r s .  H e  
a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  h a d  b e e n  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  f o r  o v e r  a n  h o u r  a n d  h e  f o u n d  
h i m s e l f  w a t c h i n g  t h e  h i g h w a y  e a c h  t i m e  a  b l a c k  c a r  b r e e z e d  i n t o  v i e w  a n d  
e a c h  t i m e  i t  b r e e z e d  o u t  a g a i n .  H e  p i c t u r e d  h e r  o n  t h e  e x p r e s s w a y ,  b o u n c -
i n g  o n  t h e  s e a t ,  s i n g i n g  a l o n g  t o  t h e  j u m b l e d - u p  l y r i c s  o f  s o m e  h a r d  r o c k  
s o n g .  F o r t y  b u c k s  w o u l d  b u y  a  t a n k  o f  g a s .  S h e ' d  g e t  s i x ,  s e v e n ,  m a y b e  e i g h t  
h o u r s  a w a y - P i t t s b u r g h ?  I o w a  C i t y ?  s o m e p l a c e  s o u t h  o f  I n d i a n a p o l i s ?  
H e  p i c t u r e d  F  o r t u n a d o  a s l e e p  i n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  n o t  e v e n  r e a l i z i n g  
s h e  w a s  g o n e ,  t h e  b a b y  t i r e d  o f  w h i m p e r i n g ,  s i l e n t ,  s l i t - e y e d ,  m u m m i f i e d  
i n  y e l l o w  c l o t h .  H e ' d  n e v e r  s e e n  t h e  c h i l d ' s  a r m s  o r  l e g s .  D i d  i t  h a v e  h a i r ?  
H e  c o u l d n ' t  r e m e m b e r .  W h a t  w a s  t h e  s h a p e  o f  i t s  f a c e ?  T h e  c o l o r  o f  i t s  
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skin? His eyes? All Frank could remember were the half-opened lids, the 
small pink tongue feeling its way along thin purplish lips. 
The clouds stayed low across the field, hanging in huge rolls of gray 
and blue. The air was damp and cool, and when the workers came in for 
lunch, they first changed into dry clothes and clean socks. Doris and 
Louisa had set up enough folding tables and chairs in the garage to get 
everyone out of the damp. As the workers assembled and after Frank had 
blessed the meal, the women brought out bowls of coleslaw, loaves of 
garlic bread and big pans of hot lasagna. Nado must have been watching 
out a window because as soon as the workers lined up at the food table, 
he emerged, carrying an open-topped cardboard box with the words "This 
Side Up" and an arrow stamped on two sides. He set it at the edge of the 
garage door and, all smiley and talky, oblivious to the sullen faces around 
him, found a place in line. 
Frank could smell it and didn't have to look to know what was inside. 
The man who sat closest to the box began to wave his hand in front of 
his nose. The others made faces and complained about the smell. Louisa, 
her face set in a scowl, went to where Nado was spooning coleslaw and 
began scolding him in Spanish about the way the baby was being treated. 
Fortunado's answer was a goofY smile and a long excuse. 
"What'd he say?" Frank asked Jesse. 
"That diapers can't be made from thin air and his wife has gone to the 
store to get some, he says he can't help it if she's slow." 
This answer or perhaps his cavalier attitude made Louisa even angrier. 
"Stupido," she said and marched into her house, soon returning with a 
bucket of soapy water, paper towels, clean rags and safety pins. She pushed 
the box with her foot to a nearby trash can and ordered Nado to get the 
baby some clean clothes. She unwrapped the bundle, wiped away as much 
soil as she could with the blanket, then dumped the box, the blanket, the 
foul diaper and all the clothes into the trash. She wiped him clean, and 
then, holding the baby at arms length, she carried him to the bucket and 
dipped him up to his chin in soapy water. "You dirty little baby," she said 
roughly then repeated it, her voice softening, "dirty bambino, what kind 
of father you have that do this to you?" 
All the women gathered around, Doris too, their faces flickering 
between sympathy and outrage. Louisa lifted him out, inspected him and 
dipped him in again. She cupped her hand and brought the warm soapy 
water up over the child's dark hair, then carefully wet the edge of a rag 
and wiped his face and eyes and the mucus from his nose. 
"You're going to need some clean rinse water," said Doris. 
Louisa lifted the baby high while Doris dumped the dirty water on 
the lawn and went inside to get more. The child hung midair, arms and 
legs knotted up, not braced against the cold air the way Frank expected he 
would be.The w< 
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s o c k s .  D o r i s  a n d  
t h e  g a r a g e  t o  g e t  
1 d  a f t e r  F r a n k  h a d  
: o l e s l a w ,  l o a v e s  o f  
t v e  b e e n  w a t c h i n g  
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L  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  a  
y  p i n s .  S h e  p u s h e d  
d  N  a d o  t o  g e t  t h e  
p e d  a w a y  a s  m u c h  
' x ,  t h e  b l a n k e t ,  t h e  
e d  h i m  c l e a n ,  a n d  
t o  t h e  b u c k e t  a n d  
t t l e  b a b y , "  s h e  s a i d  
m b i n o ,  w h a t  k i n d  
. r  f a c e s  f l i c k e r i n g  
n s p e c t e d  h i m  a n d  
1 t  t h e  w a r m  s o a p y  
t h e  e d g e  o f  a  r a g  
: : > s e .  
D o r i s .  
h e  d i r t y  w a t e r  o n  
·  m i d a i r ,  a r m s  a n d  
F r a n k  e x p e c t e d  h e  
w o u l d  b e .  T h e  w o m e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  g r a n d m a  a n d  R o s a u r a ,  w e r e  s h a k i n g  
t h e i r  h e a d s ,  m u t t e r i n g  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w a s n ' t  q u i t e  r i g h t  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  b u t  
F r a n k  c o u l d n ' t  m a k e  o u t  w h a t .  T h e n  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e  f i f t h  t r a i l e r  o p e n e d  
a n d  t h e  w o m e n ' s  a n g e r  f l o w e d  a g a i n .  F o r t u n a d o  h a d  b r o u g h t  o u t  c l o t h e s  
n o  c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  
L o u i s a  r i n s e d  t h e  b a b y  i n  t h e  c l e a n  w a t e r  t h e n  w r a p p e d  h i m  i n  a  b i g  
t e r r y  c l o t h  t o w e l .  R o s a u r a  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  h e r  t r a i l e r  w i t h  a  p i l e  o f  d o l l  
c l o t h e s  a n d  a n  a f g h a n  b l a n k e t  i n  a  l a u n d r y  b a s k e t .  T h e  w o m e n  s o r t e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p i e c e s ,  d e c i d i n g  o n  a  l o n g  b l u e  n i g h t i e  a n d  y e l l o w  b o o t i e s .  
L o u i s a  s e t  t h e  b a b y  o n  t h e  t a b l e ,  o p e n e d  t h e  t o w e l ,  q u i c k l y  s w a d d l e d  h i m  
i n  a  t r i p l e  s e t  o f  c l e a n  r a g s ,  d r e s s e d  h i m  a n d  w r a p p e d  h i m  i n  t h e  a f g h a n .  
T h e  b a b y ' s  e y e s  w e r e  w i d e  b r o w n  s p o t s ,  h i s  m o u t h  o p e n i n g  a n d  c l o s i n g  
i n  s i l e n t  e x c l a m a t i o n .  F r a n k  s a w  D o r i s  g l a n c e  o u t  t h e  o p e n  g a r a g e  d o o r  
t h e n  t o u c h  L o u i s a ' s  s h o u l d e r  a n d  l e a n  o v e r  a n d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g .  H e  g l a n c e d  
o u t  t h e  d o o r .  T h e  g i r l  w a s  b a c k .  S h e  w a s  r e a c h i n g  i n t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  h e r  c a r ,  
p u l l i n g  o u t  s h o p p i n g  b a g s ,  o b l i v i o u s  t o  t h e  f a c e s  h a r d - s e t  a g a i n s t  h e r .  A s  
s h e  w a l k e d  c l o s e r ,  s h o p p i n g  b a g s  b u m p i n g  a r o u n d  h e r  l e g s ,  F r a n k  c o u l d  
s e e  h e r  e a g e r n e s s  m e l t  a n d  t h e  w a r i n e s s  r e t u r n  t o  h e r  f a c e .  
" L u n c h  t i m e ' s  o v e r , "  s a i d  J e s s e .  H e  s t o o d  u p .  " L e t ' s  g e t  b a c k  t o  t h e  
f i e l d . "  M o s t  o f  t h e  m e n  s t o o d  b u t  d i d n ' t  m o v e . T h e  w o m e n  s t a y e d  s e a t e d ,  
a  f i e r c e  s e m i c i r c l e  a r o u n d  t h e  b a b y .  
T h e  g i r l  l o o k e d  a t  F o r t u n a d o ,  t h e n  s a w  t h e  b a b y  o n  t h e  t a b l e  i n  f r o n t  o f  
L o u i s a .  " I  g o t  s o m e  d i a p e r s . "  S h e  p u l l e d  o u t  a  b i g  p a c k a g e  o f  d i s p o s a b l e s .  
A  f a t - c h e e k e d  G e r b i e  s m i l e d  f r o m  t h e  p l a s t i c  w r a p p e r .  " A n d  s o m e  w i p e s  
a n d  a  b l a n k e t  a n d  p a c i f i e r . "  S h e  p l a c e d  t h e  i t e m s  o n  t h e  t a b l e  a r o u n d  t h e  
b a b y ,  a  p e a c e  o f f e r i n g .  " A n d ,  I  g o t  h i m  t h i s . "  I t  w a s  a  s t u f f e d  b e a r ,  t w i c e  
a s  b i g  a s  t h e  b a b y ,  a l l  f l o p p y  a n d  f u r r y  w h i t e  w i t h  a  r e d  b o w  a r o u n d  i t s  
n e c k .  " L o o k ,  D o n n y ,  h e r e ' s  B i g  B e a r .  H e ' s  c o m e  t o  p l a y  w i t h  y o u . "  S h e  
l o w e r e d  t h e  s t u f f e d  a n i m a l ,  s h a k i n g  i t ,  e n g u l f i n g  t h e  b a b y ' s  b o d y  i n  a  m a t  
o f  w h i t e  f u r .  
F r a n k  s a w  h i s  w i f e ' s  e y e s  n a r r o w ,  s a w  t h e  o t h e r  w o m e n  e x c h a n g e  
l o o k s .  
" Y o u  b e t t e r  d i a p e r  h i m , "  s a i d  L o u i s a ,  " b e f o r e  h e  p e e s  t h r o u g h  t h o s e  
c l e a n  c l o t h e s  a n d  R o s a u r a ' s  g o o d  a f g h a n . "  
" I  w i l l , "  s a i d  t h e  g i r l  l i f t i n g  h e r  c h i n  a s  i f  a l l  a l o n g  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  h e r  
p l a n .  ' ' A n d  I  b o u g h t  h i m  s o m e  b a b y  f o o d . "  S h e  s e t  t h e  j a r s  o u t  o n e  a t  a  
t i m e  o n  t h e  t a b l e  b e s i d e  h i m .  " S o m e  p e a s  a n d  b e a n s  a n d  a p r i c o t s . "  
T h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  s t i r .  F o r t u n a d o  k e p t  h i s  e y e s  d o w n ,  p u s h i n g  h i s  f o o d  
o n t o  h i s  f o r k  w i t h  h i s  f i n g e r .  
" H o w  a b o u t  s o m e  f o r m u l a , "  s a i d  D o r i s ,  " d i d  y o u  e v e r  t h i n k  t h a t  b a b i e s  
m i g h t  n e e d  f o r m u l a ? "  
T h e  g i r l  s n a t c h e d  t h e  c h i l d  u p  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e ,  s h u c k i n g  o f f  t h e  a f g h a n  
a n d  c l u m p i n g  t h e  n e w  b l a n k e t  u p  a r o u n d  h i m .  " I  g o t  s o m e  o f  t h a t , "  s h e  
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said, her voice sounding more defensive than convincing. She piled her pur-
chases back in the bags with her free hand then took off for her trailer. 
The women murmured. The grandmother crossed herself. Doris came 
to the serving table where Frank was standing and spoke not very softly 
as she folded the tinfoil back around the food. "Frank, you have got to 
do something." 
He felt Doris's scorn, the eyes of the women, the solemn faces of the 
men watching him and he wanted to say, What? What do you want me 
to do? Send them away? Not let her work? Instead he put on his seed cap. 
"Let's get back to work." 
He was ahead of the others, a third of the way down the row, when 
he grasped a cabbage and right away his fingers told him it was infected. 
Slicing off the head into his hand, he turned it over and felt his heart fall. 
The bottom three layers of leaves were slimy, covered with white cottony 
mold. He rolled it into the gully, felt the next head and found that one 
infected too. The further north they moved in the field, the more the white 
mold flourished. By nightfall Frank was beginning to understand the full 
extent of the damage. So were Jesse and the other workers. Frank could 
no longer in good conscience sell any of them as top market fresh; they'd 
have to salvage what they could and sell them for processing at half the 
price. Instead of packing them in cartons, the pickers rolled the damaged 
heads into the gullies between the rows and left them there overnight. 
That night around the bonfire, even the children were subdued; everyone 
turned in early. Bad luck had come to the farm and not one of them, not 
even Frank, could say how long it would stay. 
The next morning clouds still hung low. The sun was but a blurry streak 
of gray. The air was still and heavy, so damp that Frank could feel it on 
his face. Charmed by dry warm October days, he'd waited two weeks too 
long to begin the harvest. Even when he couldn't see them, the spores 
had been there waiting for the right wind, temperature and humidity. By 
the time he made the third pass next week head rot would have spread 
across the entire field. As he made his way to the barn he thought ahead 
to all the severed heads rolling in the gullies, the fungal leaves, the spores 
multiplying, turning ribs to soft tissue, the mold spreading its webbed 
fingers until it reached each heart, the spore's raisen-like fruit turning hard 
and black, dropping into his soil, until the earth itself was contaminated. 
To take care of it properly, he'd have to take all twenty acres out of rota-
tion and plant something else-corn, wheat, rye-for the next four years. 
What was implied was that he hadn't been caring for things properly, 
that he hadn't been cleaning up the fields as well as he should have after 
previous harvests, that he hadn't been keeping weeds under control, that 
he hadn't paid enough attention to nutrient content and done a proper 
job of preventative spraying, that given the gift of dry September weather, 
he'd held out for bigger heads, more profit. 
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H e  w a s n ' t  i n  t h e  b e s t  o f  m o o d s  a s  h e  w a l k e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  h o u s e  f o r  
b r e a k f a s t .  H e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c a l l  S c o t t  H a n s e n  a t  t h e  c o - o p  a n d  t e l l  h i m  h e  
c o u l d  o n l y  f i l l  t w o / t h i r d s  o f  h i s  f r e s h  m a r k e t  c o n t r a c t  a n d  p a y  t h e  p e n a l t y  
f o r  b a c k i n g  o u t .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  w h a t  w a s  l e f t  c o u l d  g o  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  
p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t  a n d  t h e  r e s t  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b u r n .  
D o r i s  w a s  o n  t h e  p h o n e  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  a n d  w h e n  h e  c a m e  i n  t h e  b a c k  
d o o r ,  s h e  h u n g  u p  a n d  s t a r t e d  i n  a g a i n ,  c h o p p i n g  h e r  f o o d ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  
a b o u t  t h e  u n d o c u m e n t e d  m a n ,  t h e  w o r k i n g  m o t h e r ,  t h e  h u n g r y  c h i l d .  
" W h a t  m o t h e r  b u y s  h e r  b a b y  a  g i a n t  b e a r ,  a  w h i t e  o n e  n o  l e s s ?  T h a t  t h i n g  
w i l l  g e t  d i r t y  i n  n o  t i m e .  W h a t ' s  a  b e a r  l i k e  t h a t  c o s t ,  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s ?  
Y o u ' d  t h i n k  t h e y  h a d  a l l  t h e  m o n e y  i n  t h e  w o r l d . "  
" I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t . "  
" A n d  w h e r e ' d  s h e  g e t  t h a t  m o n e y ,  h u h ?  L o u i s a  t o l d  m e  t h e y  h a d  a b s o -
l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  w h e n  t h e y  g o t  h e r e ,  t h a t  s h e  w a s  b e g g i n g  J e s s e  t o  p a y  h e r  
e a r l y  a n d  h e  w o u l d n ' t .  S o  s h e  g o e s  i n t o  t o w n  a n d  c o m e  b a c k  l o a d e d  w i t h  
s t u f f .  W h e r e ' d  s h e  g e t  t h e  m o n e y ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  k n o w . "  
" L e a v e  h e r  a l o n e ,  D o r i s ,  s h e ' s  j u s t  a  g i r l . "  
" T h a t ' s  r i g h t ! " H i s  w i f e  l o o k e d  a t  h i m  s h a r p l y .  ' ' A  g i r l  h e r  a g e ,  a  g u y  h i s  
a g e ,  i t ' s  i l l e g a l ,  I  k n o w  i t  i s . "  
" I  s a i d  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  h e a r  a b o u t  i t . "  H e  t u r n e d  a w a y ,  o u t  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  
o u t  t o  w h e r e  h i s  d e s k  a n d  t h e  c o - o p  n u m b e r  s a t  i n  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m .  H e r  
v o i c e  f o l l o w e d  h i m ,  " I t ' s  i l l e g a l ,  w h e t h e r  s h e  w a n t s  i t  o r  n o t ,  i t ' s  i l l e g a l . "  
H e  d i a l e d  t h e  n u m b e r  a n d  k e p t  h i s  m i n d  o n  c a b b a g e  c o u n t s ,  l e g a l  
c o n t r a c t s ,  t o n s  a n d  h a l f  t o n s ,  G r a d e  A ,  G r a d e  B ,  p r i c e  p e r  p o u n d ,  u n t i l  h e  
w o r k e d  o u t  a  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  b r o k e r  t o  g i v e  h i m  e n o u g h  t o  p a y  J e s s e  a n d  t h e  
c r e w  t h e i r  b a s e  w a g e s  a n d  a l m o s t  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t s ,  f e r t i l i z e r  
a n d  h e r b i c i d e .  H e  a v o i d e d  D o r i s ,  s k i p p e d  b r e a k f a s t  a n d  w e n t  r i g h t  o u t  
t o  t h e  r e f r i g e r a t e d  t r u c k  w h e r e  h e  s p e n t  t h e  m o r n i n g  r e s t a c k i n g  c a r t o n s ,  
o p e n i n g  e v e r y  t h i r d  b o x ,  f l i p p i n g  o v e r  r a n d o m  h e a d s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  o n e s  t h e y ' d  a l r e a d y  p a c k e d  w e r e n ' t  t u r n i n g  t r a n s p a r e n t .  
W h e n  h e  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  c h i l l e d ,  h i s  f a c e  f l u s h e d  f r o m  m o v i n g  
b o x e s ,  h i s  b i g  h a n d s  n u m b  f r o m  t h e  c o l d ,  t h e  c l o u d s  h a d  s w e p t  e a s t  a n d  
g a t h e r e d  i n t o  a  l o w  w h i t e  f r i n g e  a b o v e  t h e  p i n e s . T h e  s u n  h u n g  c o c k - e y e d  
i n  t h e  s k y .  H e  c o u l d  s e e  D o r i s  a n d  L o u i s a  i n  t h e  g a r a g e ,  s e t t i n g  u p  f o r  l u n c h .  
F o r t u n a d o  w a s  a l r e a d y  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  p i c n i c  t a b l e ,  a  b u n d l e  o f  b l u e  b e f o r e  
h i m .  J e s s e  w a s  o u t  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  c l i m b i n g  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  t r a c t o r - t h e r e  
s e e m e d  t o  b e  m o r e  h e a d s  i n  t h e  s p a c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  r o w s  t h a n  o n  t o p  
o f  t h e  r o w s .  T h e  g i r l  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  w o m e n  w e r e  w o r k i n g  b y  t h e  t r a c t o r ,  
s t r i p p i n g  d a m a g e d  l e a v e s  o f f  i n f e c t e d  h e a d s ,  t h r o w i n g  t h e  s a l v a g e d  h e a r t s  
i n t o  c r a t e s  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g .  T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c r e w  w a s  s t r u n g  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  
f i e l d ,  s t r a d d l i n g  t h e  r o w s  o r  s t o o p e d  o v e r ,  t h e  c u r v e  o f  e a c h  b a c k  r e p e a t -
i n g  t h e  c u r v e  o f  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  t h e  s k y .  H e  h e a r d  J e s s e ' s  c a l l  t h a t  i t  w a s  
l u n c h  t i m e .  T h e  c r e w  s t r e t c h e d  a n d  s t a r t e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  b a r n ,  t h e n  J e s s e  
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called out Frank's name and pointed. The workers stood, eyes fixed on a 
tan sedan that was turning in the driveway. It circled the farmyard and 
stopped, nose to the highway. A police car followed it in. Frank glanced 
at the picnic table. Fortunado was gone. 
Frank recognized the INS agent who was driving the tan car-a thin, 
serious young man who could be quietly intimidating. He was new to 
the county and even his name, Officer Brambel, suggested the snarl of 
government regulations that trailed him. He had come around during 
blueberry season and made the whole crew line up, even Jesse whose 
family had been in America long before Frank's ever was. One by one, 
Brambel had inspected their driver's licenses, social security cards, green 
cards and work permits, asking questions intended to foul them up. The 
agent who was with him today-maybe Latino, maybe Mexican-had a 
pair ofbinoculars to her eyes and was studying the faces coming in from 
the field. The two of them waited behind the open doors of their car as 
Frank crossed the driveway, their eyes taking in everything-the women 
in the garage, the food, the picnic tables, the trailers, the men and women 
in the field, even Frank-as if the slightest detail might contained a clue. 
The police officer had pulled up behind the black BMW and was calling 
in the license plate numbers on his car radio. 
Brambel stepped to where Frank had stopped halfWay between the 
two cars. "Hello, Mr. Bauer," his voice was as cool as the day, as formal as 
Frank's rows, "we received a tip that an illegal by the name ofFortunado 
Navarrez, aka Lucky Navarrez, aka Hernado Guillermo, is staying here." 
His eyes stayed on Frank's face. "Do you know where he is?" 
"No," he could answer honestly. 
"You have no idea where he is at?" 
"No." Frank tucked his hands in his pockets and turned slightly as 
Jesse and the others came across the driveway. The girl glanced towards 
the trailer and the garage, looking for Fortunado, then she found the baby 
on the picnic table and glanced away. 
Officer Brambel directed the pickers to move in behind Frank. "Hello, 
gentlemen, ladies. I don't think we will need your IDs today. We're looking 
for a friend of yours, Fortunado Navarrez." 
The female agent repeated his words in Spanish then, eyeing the girl, 
asked, "How old are you?" 
"I don't have to say anything."The girl's voice was defiant, but she kept 
her eyes down, focused on a patch of dirt beyond the driveway, trying not 
to look in the direction of her trailer or the baby. 
"I heard you have little baby, a boy. Tell me about that. How old is he? 
Who's the father?" 
The girl didn't answer, didn't move. The female agent turned towards 
the others, studying them, waiting like Brambel waited, for one of them 
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l a y .  W e ' r e  l o o k i n g  
n ,  e y e i n g  t h e  g i r l ,  
f i a n t ,  b u t  s h e  k e p t  
i v e w a y ,  t r y i n g  n o t  
l t .  H o w  o l d  i s  h e ?  
1 t  t u r n e d  t o w a r d s  
l ,  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e m  
t o  f e e l  t h e  p r e s s u r e  a n d  s p e a k .  T h e n  t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  c a l l e d  a n d  m o t i o n e d  
t h e  a g e n t s  t o  j o i n  h i m .  T h e  t w o  a g e n t s  l i s t e n e d  t o  h i m ,  h e a d s  b o b b i n g ,  a s  
t h e  o f f i c e r  p o i n t e d  a t  t h e  b l a c k  c a r .  
" I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h i c h  o n e  o f  y o u  c a l l e d  h i m  i n , "  t h e  g i r l  s a i d  s o f t l y ,  
l o o k i n g  f r o m  F r a n k  t o  J e s s e  t o  t h e  o t h e r s ,  " b u t  y o u  b e t t e r  p r a y  t h e  m i g r a  
d o n ' t  g e t  h i m . "  
T h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  w a l k e d  o v e r  t o  F r a n k .  T h e  a g e n t s  b a c k e d  h i m  u p .  
" M r .  B a u e r , " h e  w a s  a  s h o r t ,  b i g - c h e s t e d  m a n  w h o s e  h a n d s  s e e m e d  t o  h a n g  
n a t u r a l l y  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  h i s  h o l s t e r ,  " d o  y o u  k n o w  w h e r e  M r .  N a v a r r e z  
i s  h i d i n g ? "  
" N o ,  s i r .  H e  w a s  s i t t i n g  a t  t h a t  t a b l e  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  w h e n  y o u  d r o v e  
i n . "  A  s t a t e  t r o o p e r  w a s  a  w h o l e  d i f f e r e n t  s t o r y  f r o m  a n  I N S  a g e n t .  
" W h e r e ' d  h e  s t a y ? "  
" I n  t h a t  t r a i l e r . "  F r a n k  n o d d e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  A i r s t r e a m .  
T h e  o f f i c e r  w a s  w r i t i n g  d o w n  F r a n k ' s  a n s w e r s  o n  a  n o t e p a d .  " D i d  h e  
w o r k  h e r e ? "  
" N o ,  s i r . "  
" D i d  y o u  k n o w  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i l l e g a l l y ? "  
I f  h e  l i e d ,  h i s  w o r k e r s  w o u l d  k n o w  h e  l i e d .  " Y e s ,  s i r . "  
T h e  o f f i c e r  s t u d i e d  h i m  a s  i f  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  w h a t  h e  h a d  h e a r d  a n d  
w h o  F r a n k  w a s .  " I ' v e  c a l l e d  i n  a  K - 9  u n i t  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  a  s e a r c h  w a r r a n t .  
W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  s e a r c h  a l l  t h e  t r a i l e r s  a n d  y o u r  h o u s e  a n d  b a r n s . "  
H e  m a d e  i t  s o u n d  l i k e  n a s t y  b u s i n e s s ,  l i k e  s o m e t h i n g  F r a n k  w o u l d  w a n t  
t o  a v o i d  i f  h e  c o u l d .  
O f f i c e r  B r a m b e l  i n t e r r u p t e d .  " I f  y o u  g a v e  u s  y o u r  p e r m i s s i o n ,  M r .  B a u e r ,  
w e  c o u l d  s t a r t  r i g h t  n o w  w i t h  t h e  A i r s t r e a m . "  
F r a n k  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  t i n y  t r a i l e r ,  h o w  d a r k  a n d  c r a m p e d  t h e  k i t c h e n  
w a s . T h e y w o u l d  c h e c k  t h e  b r o o m  c l o s e t ,  t h e  c u p b o a r d  u n d e r  t h e  s i n k ,  a n d  
u n d e r  t h e  b e d .  T h e y  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  a  m e s s  o f  d i r t y  d i s h e s  i n  t h e  s i n k ,  
c l o t h e s  a n d  t r a s h  a l l  a r o u n d ,  b u t  a l l  t h e y  w o u l d  f i n d  w o u l d  b e  a  w h i t e  b e a r ,  
d i a p e r s ,  b a b y  f o o d ,  a  p a s s  t h r o u g h  p l a c e  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  n o t h i n g ,  m a d e  
d o  w i t h  a n y t h i n g ,  a n d  s o o n e r  o r  l a t e r  b u m p e d  u p  a g a i n s t  e v e r y t h i n g .  
" W e  b e t t e r  w a i t  f o r  t h e  w a r r a n t , "  s a i d  t h e  t r o o p e r .  " I f  h e ' s  i n  t h e r e ,  h e ' s  
n o t  g o i n g  a n y  p l a c e  s o o n . "  
F r a n k  g l a n c e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  f i f t h  t r a i l e r ,  t h e n  l o o k e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  g a r a g e .  
D o r i s  a n d  L o u i s a  w e r e  s t a n d i n g  b y  t h e  f o o d  t a b l e ,  t h e i r  e y e s  s h i f t i n g  f r o m  
t h e  a g e n t s  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r  t o  t h e  b l a c k  c a r .  W h e n  D o r i s  s a w  F r a n k  l o o k i n g  a t  
h e r ,  s h e  q u i c k l y  l o o k e d  d o w n  a n d  t u r n e d  b a c k  t o  s e t t i n g  o u t  l u n c h .  F r a n k  
s a w  L o u i s a  l o o k  a t  J e s s e  a n d  t h e n  l o o k  a t  t h e  c a r .  
O f f i c e r  B r a m b e l  f r o w n e d ,  g l a n c e d  a t  t h e  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  g i r l .  " W e l l ,  
t h e n ,  w h i l e  w e ' r e  w a i t i n g ,  w e ' l l  w o r k  o u r  w a y  d o w n  t h e  t r a i l e r s ,  l o o k  i n  
t h e  w i n d o w s ,  c h e c k  t h i n g s  o u t .  Y o u  n e v e r  k n o w  w h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f  w e  j u s t  
m i g h t  s e e . " T h e  w o r k e r s '  f a c e s  s h i f t  e v e r  s o  s l i g h t l y ;  e v e n  F r a n k  r e c o g n i z e d  
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it as a threat. "It'd be a lot easier if you told us where he was." Brambel 
studied the faces then motioned for his companion to follow. They walked 
along the front of Jesse's trailer, looking in the windows and then the two 
of them went around the back. 
The police officer turned back to Frank. "Mr. Bauer, is that the suspect's 
car?" 
"Yes, sir." Frank tried not to look at it. 
"It's stolen. It belongs to a State Supreme Court judge in upstate 
New York who is not happy about his car disappearing. I've called a tow 
truck." 
Something must have given it away-a look or maybe the fact that, like 
Frank, nobody looked, but the officer sensed something. He glanced over 
his shoulder at the car then tucked his pad back in his breast pocket. He 
crouched down, hand at his holster, and moved carefully up alongside the 
car, then had the rear door open, Nado hauled out by the ankles and hung 
spread eagle across the back fender. "Brambel," the officer yelled and the 
agents reappeared. Fortunado hugged the fender, talking Spanish as fast 
as he could, explaining himself, shaking his head at the Spanish officer's 
questions, saying that he'd borrowed the car from a friend, that he didn't 
know it was stolen. 
"Okay, all of you," Brambel shooed away the crowd, "get on with what 
you were doing." 
Frank found himself trembling. He could see his wife there, serving, 
spooning, smugly setting out the meal. The other workers moved towards 
the garage. Jesse and the girl didn't move. 
"Lunch time." Jesse touched Frank's arm. 
"I'm not hungry. I'm going out to the barn." He silently willed the girl 
to pick up the blue bundle and follow him. "Lilly, you okay?" 
The girl's face was hard and inscrutable, then changed to disgust as 
she watched the trooper guide her husband into the back of the patrol 
car. She shook her head. "What kind of a dumb ass hides in a stolen car?" 
She walked across the lawn to the garage, filled her plate and, picking up 
the bundle on the way, disappeared into her trailer. 
Frank spent the next few hours, banging around in the tools and bins 
in his barn, having conversations with his horses that he knew he'd never 
have with Doris in person. He would accuse her of calling immigration 
and she would deny it. She would act offended that he would even ask 
such a thing. He would say that she'd been wrong, that she'd sinned against 
that girl. She would say that it didn't matter, that whoever had done it 
had done the girl a favor. It could have been Louisa, or one of the other 
women. He practiced words: traitor, snitch, do-gooder. He would talk to 
Doris and together they would enroll the girl in the local high school, 
get the baby into a good pediatrician and then into daycare. There were 
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. a t e  a n d ,  p i c k i n g  u p  
1  t h e  t o o l s  a n d  b i n s  
h e  k n e w  h e ' d  n e v e r  
a l l i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  
h e  w o u l d  e v e n  a s k  
s h e ' d  s i n n e d  a g a i n s t  
h o e v e r  h a d  d o n e  i t  
o r  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
r .  H e  w o u l d  t a l k  t o  
:  l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
l a y c a r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  
s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  t o  h e l p  t e e n a g e  m o t h e r s  g e t  j o b  t r a i n i n g  a n d  c a r e  f o r  
t h e i r  k i d s .  S h e  c o u l d  m o v e  i n t o  T h o m a s  a n d  R o s a u r a ' s  h o u s e  w h e n  t h e y  
l e f t  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a .  F r a n k  h i m s e l f  w o u l d  t a k e  h e r  d o w n  t o  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
a n d  g e t  h e r  s i g n e d  u p - h i s  t a x e s  p a i d  f o r  a l l  s o r t s  o f  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  c o u l d  
h e l p  o u t  k i d s  i n  t r o u b l e .  H e  c a r r i e d  o n  a l l  a f t e r n o o n  t o  h i s  h o r s e s ,  a n d  
w h e n  h e  c h a s e d  t h e m  b a c k  t o  t h e  s o u t h  p a s t u r e  a n d  j o i n e d  J e s s e  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  h e  m e a n t  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  g i r l  b u t  s h e  w a s n ' t  t h e r e .  H e  
h a c k e d  a w a y  a t  t h e  c a b b a g e s ,  w a t c h i n g  h e r  t r a i l e r  f o r  s i g n s  o f l i f e .  
B y  t h e  t i m e  d u s k  c a m e  h e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  b e n t  o v e r  t h e  r o w s  a t  
t h e  f a r  e n d  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  S e e n  i n  t h e  l a s t  l i g h t  o f  d a y ,  t h e  l a n d  b e h i n d  t h e m  
s e e m e d  a  b a t t l e f i e l d  s c a t t e r e d  w i t h  w h i t e  h e a d s ;  t h e  u n p i c k e d  r o w s  a h e a d ,  
t h e i r  h e a r t s  s t i l l  h i d d e n ,  w e r e  a  d a r k  a n d  b r o o d i n g  p l a i n .  A s  F r a n k  s t o o p e d ,  
p i c k i n g  o n e  m o r e  c a b b a g e ,  h e  h e a r d  a  m u r m u r  r i s e  u p  i n  h i s  w o r k e r s .  
T h e  g i r l  w a s  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  w a y  d o w n  h i s  d r i v e w a y ,  w a l k i n g  
t o w a r d s  t h e  r o a d ,  t h e  b l u e  b u n d l e  c r a d l e d  i n  o n e  a r m ,  t h e  w h i t e  b e a r  
c l a m p e d  t i g h t l y  u n d e r  t h e  o t h e r .  F r a n k  k n e w  h e  s h o u l d  s t a n d  u p  a n d  
m o v e .  J e s s e  s t a r t e d  u p  t h e  t r a c t o r  a n d  a  l o w  r h y t h m i c  c h u g g i n g  p u l s e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  g l o o m .  T h e  c r e w  p u t  a w a y  t h e i r  k n i v e s .  A  c a r  w e n t  p a s t  o n  
t h e  h i g h w a y ,  t h e n  a  s e m i ,  t h e i r  t a i l l i g h t s  s p o t s  o f  r e d  i n  t h e  g r a y  a i r .  A s  
t h e  g i r l  r e a c h e d  t h e  r o a d ,  s h e  t u r n e d  a n d  p u t  o u t  h e r  t h u m b  a t  t h e  s o u n d  
o f  e a c h  a p p r o a c h i n g  m o t o r i s t .  A  c a r  w h i z z e d  b y ,  a n o t h e r  c a r ,  a  p i c k u p  
t r u c k .  F r a n k  t h o u g h t  t o  s t a n d  a n d  c a l l  h e r  n a m e  b u t  h e  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  
r o o t e d ,  u n a b l e  t o  m o v e ,  a  s o l d i e r  c a u g h t  m i s s i n g  i n  a c t i o n  a m o n g  a  s c a t -
t e r i n g  o f  h e a d s  a n d  h e a r t s ,  d u m b s t r u c k ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e  g i r l  m a r c h  o u t  o f  
v i e w ,  w a t c h i n g  f o r  a  f l a s h  o f  b r a k e  l i g h t s ,  a  s i g n  t h a t  a  k i n d e r ,  f i n e r  w o r l d  
m i g h t  f o r  o n e  m o m e n t  s t o p .  
J e s s e  h a d  t h e  t r a c t o r  a l m o s t  b a c k  t o  t h e  b a r n .  T h e  w o r k e r s  w e r e  s t r u n g  
o u t  i n  a  l i n e  b e h i n d  h i m  a s  i f  b e i n g  p u l l e d  b a c k  t o  s u p p e r ,  t o  b e d ,  t o  r i t e s  
o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a i l e r s .  A s  t h e y  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  d u s k  
F r a n k  f e l t  t h e  t u g .  H e  s t o o d  a n d  w a l k e d  t h e  r o w  b a c k  t o w a r d s  t h e  b a r n .  
A  l i g h t  w a s  o n  i n  h i s  k i t c h e n .  D o r i s  w a s  m o v i n g  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  b e t w e e n  
s i n k ,  s t o v e ,  r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  t a b l e ,  s e t t i n g  o u t  s u p p e r ,  a l i g n i n g  p l a t e s  a n d  f o r k s  
a n d  s p o o n s  a n d  k n i v e s  a n d  l i v e s .  H e  k e p t  h i s  e y e s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d - - i t  w a s  
a  b r i g h t  c h a n c e ,  g o n e ,  t w o  w o r l d s  b e n d i n g  b a c k  a w a y  f r o m  o n e  a n o t h e r .  
H e  s w u n g  o p e n  t h e  s o u t h  d o o r  o f  t h e  b a r n  a n d  s e a r c h e d  t h e  p a s t u r e  f o r  
h i s  h o r s e s .  T h e  s k y  w a s  n a v y  b l u e ,  c l e a r ,  c o l d .  O n l y  a  t h i n  s t r i p  o f  g r a y  
t o p p e d  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  W i t h  t h e  c l o u d  c o v e r  g o n e  t h e  f r o s t  w o u l d  b e  a  k i l l -
i n g  o n e .  H e  c a l l e d  o u t  h i s  h o r s e s '  n a m e s ,  " L u k e !  G a b r i e l ! "  H e  h e a r d  t h e  
t e a m  t h e n  s a w  t h e m  m o v i n g  s i d e  b y  s i d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d a r k  t r e e s ,  t r o t t i n g  
t o w a r d s  h i m ,  t w o  s n o r t i n g  s t e e d s ,  m a t c h e d  a n d  m a t c h i n g ,  p u l l i n g  t h e  
n i g h t  i n  b e h i n d  t h e m .  
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